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Four persons stampeded by Krishna lemple elephant it Guruvayoor 
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REASON THINKS: RELFGION DREAMS- 



Letters 



FREETHOUeHT 
Sir, 

lUcADtly 1 came lo 1(dl>w tbAl some 
iclculific miaded and loTellcclually emdocl- 
paled indjvidudls ha^c Lirgdnizcd Ihecusclvea 
In Ihr Dime or ladlDu RBtioDBlJ^t Asso- 
cUllon lo combal I he Irralicnal and 
HDiclcDlJfic lblDkiD£ BO pFCvaltnl Id our 
locleiy . 

May 1 become i merabcr of (he 
aisoclatloD. Pleaic stad ma ■ ■peclmen 
copy or your RdUonaliit magazine' I Tiave 
alifitdy persuaded many of my frlenda io 
bicome aiciiibBi» of Lhe asiociatloa and 
tubacribcrs lo your maBadno, 

— Mohamad Aihfdq Hussaln Handoo, 

SriDBBar. 



VJVEKANANDA ON BEEF EATING 

Sir, 

Ban on cow-alHugtiler ii such ■ »naiii^3 
1-ibuc that c\tn. progcem^e perpk dVoid 
lo Lppuse 1% keeping in view ihc popular 
KentLnjcnLLilism Ihe rel^fiouf peopJe canoot 
think of opposing h even In dream Bui 
Jtere li a religiouH leader w^u ts regarded 
by bU Ihe tlindus a» a redouhlaMe Bpntogi&i 
of HlndLiLsm. ifrho baid nbi^ml cow aJaughLer 
and beef-sating as folio** : 

"There was a lime in ibis very TndiA 
wben, wlrhoui eaUng heef no Brahmin 
oould remain a Brahmin VkU read in Ihe 
Vedaa hoa. when a !JannyaiJj|, a king of a 
great man Came Ifito a hriu^r, 'he best 
bjijock WGS Villfd *\ (iJie Complele Works 
of Swamt VlvekBnaod— p I74X 

"You will be ascoDisbcd if I icll yon 
that according lo Ihe old ceremonials, he 
Is aol a good Hindu who does not eat 
b«ef. (Ibid— P. i36j. 



A piTpi! or Kwaml Vlvekinand wriiing 
Ihe biogiaphy of nij masicr ^riits: ''Tha 
StfMmi courageously told them about Lbe 
eating of beef b> ibc DrahmJns in Vedic 
Times. One day, asked about nhai he 
considefed Ihd most gin- Jon ft period of 
Indian Hialory. the Swami meniluned ibc 
Vedk period, when five Brahmjn! used to 
Polish off one Co* " (VivekanBuU— A 
Biography by Swam! NiibjlaaandB— 
r. 961. 

— Pfof. Sufendn AJ^al 



A. 1. R. AND T. V, 

Sir, 

The A. i R and (he Terevlilnn itadoaa 
broadcast diUy only the fcliglous program- 
mes. They wound our feelings whenever 
»e switch on the radja or (elevlt+on 5e( In our 
h^imes. Thev mostly propa^afe supersfitloua 
ideiS among the masics. On the other band 
Raiionalist cnncepTs find no place in Ibe 
A. ]. R. or TelevlsloQ programmes. 

FufthtT. (t [1 pripr>^ad to grafll 
aulcnomouB Etatua to A I. R. and T. V, 
In the near future, I am afraid, they v/iU 
then completely be utdiied for rcligloua 
propagANiJa aiooe. 

S.> we mmlfisht forour righlj with tha 
Government of India. We are also iho 
chizens nf India and are icn crortsand odd 
in number. Our ideologies and vie^s are 
not alTcuad to be spiead Ihiough radio or 
television, 

So. I humbly request you to organua 
a non-vioPent stu in front of all A I.R and 
T- V. stations al an early dale to achieve 
our objeeis- 

Vi Po. Pazhanivelanar, 
ThlEuthuraipouDdL 

[A resotulion In this regard was passed al 
the rcceni mieling of the NalioDi] 
eiccutiv« Council of I.R. A, —Ed J 



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

"In Tflcc of Ihc aduancp of sderilfic 
DtlderaTdnding. ibe controlIinE funclion? of 
God the Rukr, as Tfiey were confiilcntly 
a turned by a Simpler ihcology, have gradit ally 
dnjndkd away " 

—JULIAN BUXLEV. 
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NEED FOR A 
SCIENTIFIC OUTLOOK 

Science has long been an laacparable 
aHy of ratl^ratism. Both liave human 
pEogTCEB and happiness PI Iheir ccmmoD elm, 
rnculcAiioD of a icICDlific ouiTnof: in Lhs 
mLnds ofThe people fias had ■ deiir^ble aim 
in puiting obsolete beliefs and Ui%l\i and 
icratioral pracijc« to the sword. 

Scieaijfic reatoning h^s led to tho spread 
of r*fioflalJs[ic ihfnkiaE over Ihe ittrt. 
Proypss in th= icalms pf os*.roDUniy» 
evnluiloraTy biology and anlhrcpology ;ind 
and moEeckilar phjsics huve an led Lu n vije 
aivflre-icsj of the susc^pHbiliiy of bitjici^ 
aod myihcl'ipka] concepts ipcead avidJy by 
[cljgioD and v<rsied intcrejEs^ 

A man who know^ thai a molecule of 
waier conuins 2 atoms of hydrogen and one 
arom of oxveeft and ofxhc impurtiiea it may 
confaifl js TeM htely to accept ("lafEBngei 
waicr In itbich millioiib baibe ciqd be a 
poleel medicine for illnesii if taten r fpooo- 
Tulr A mjin whi-i learns of Ihe virus causinf 
a disease is h<,s Likely lojiliempt to pet his 
jaundice cured by mantras and perpjtualc 
religicu^ ELuaokery. 

Spread of sciPoli^c temper a r;d tciencr 
edkication in a country HI[q ouri wJlialoQr 
make ibe effjita of fa|jojia|»li bear fiuiljoi 
earlier- £. 
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Readers' Foram 



LR A CELEBRATES PERIYAR'S 
BLRXtl CESIENARY, 



BEYOND SCIENCE. 



On JS— 4— 79 the Perlyfir'a Birlh Ceoia- 

nary «as celeb rAttd by 1.RA. id a flitlrig 
maQDCf. The fiiDciloD was presided over b> 
Mr. Y. A. Lokhandwala, PrcBi<lBn1 oF the 
\iiockalioa. 



I hive read the 1eUir'<DoH O^d Exisi T 
April eaiiton) of Reader N. R. B, NaJr^ 
Bombay, caDfalniDg Tall of emoi|on«lly 
charged »nd aHme-calMng Aords to me- 1 
•m iDdefld soTty, for my Letter had bEen a 
cauie to disiurb hii m^Dtal balance t btg 
lo repeal, however that my arpumeai {& thai 
the belief fn God is not unBcieDllCc or 
irratlonsL Needless To lay itiaT Mr Nair 
has pjher»bly fatlcd iri gr^k&p Ibis basic kuih 
and in whJi-h caic the other ibinfs ttaicd by 
hicn arc leduadani. With due reaped to yoat 
Icftrard reader. Mr- S- LaliahniinBrasJmlteD, 
! t^Ve liberty iri cJarirying my vicai fbrificr 
Ln the rUowirg wards f-f lijs Icucr as 
appealed In the aTcfCsafd edllioo uf i'REli 



Td his pre^ldeallil tpeecta, Mf- Lokfaand- 
ivala paid bIotIous trlboles [o Ibe yeoman 
services reodctid by Th^nihat Perlyar E.V.R. 
for the cause l^f rationalism and declared thac 
h1L the Statea ID India b^ve much io team 
from tbe m^vemeat started by bim in 
Tamilaadu. 

Dt. H, Naraslmhahh. formeT Vice 
Chancellor of BangaJore UnWersUy who wai 
thechief pii»t nt the fuactlan. nhl\e pa^ir^ 
tributes (o thi w^rV already accomplished bv 
Pertyaf during his Mfr time stressed that much 
\% SI IF! JCXBinTng undone a rd every ritiocali^l 
should consider it to be l.ti respnr^ibiljTy to 
complcTe the process of lailooUbm itaited 
by Pcf iyar 



*■ The picture of the uoiverso piven by 
Stirnce. ihc FdClUdl unJvcrsr 'hat we perceUe, 
pSysjca] and mcataJ together > cannot be all 
there li. It Is not a closed ayslcm^.^ 
Ii doeinol eipJaio iiself Evidently (here 
most be aomethlng else- Science, which 
rightly will DOE jitcept without proof, will 
also no! deny without dhproof—^ Theie 
can be do disproof and no denial oi ihee^U- 
Mdcc of elements beyond the BcientilJC 
horjzoni." 

— W, £aquelra, 

Baroda. 



Tbe Tueeling wi! also addressed by many 
other veteran RQlional^sIs It^c]i.l]|p^ 
Wr. M" V. RamBULuMv, Vice President of 
r.R,A from Hyderab.id, Dr. I CB Abraham 
of Maducai, Mr O. Kuchelar, Former 
MayOi of Madras, and Mr. Panchatcharam- 
General Secretary ofTamilnldu Rationalist 
sad ^ociaM^I Association 

The meeting was followed by a 
bypnotama performance by Prof. Hypno of 

BaDgalore. 
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NEWS AND 

NOTES 

PRIEST HELD FOR RIOTING' 

A RomsD CBlhclic ptial and five othir's 
b>vc been arrested en a charge or dotiDg. 

According to tepci\s received her;, (here 
his been 1on^sur<ding iciiundcESliDdiDg 
belwecn Chrriiiin concerts finu- tbe Koogd- 
Chelliar conjtnunUy ord other coavcri** la 
the parish of St. 1 goal ] us Church, belonging 
1o KomBn Cdlholic?. 

Two ytHS flgn, a man from the Kongu- 
Chelcjarcommuihii}' who aas enjoytng the 
" MaDiifar" tU^'^ ^a i]>e church was deoSed 
the right. Ever since, KooguCheLilaf 
converts have nur&rd a grievance /againsl the 
church mandgcmeiki because oT Ihe quarrels, 
there hat bera no mas^ in ihe churclj for ihe 
|ui two^eari- 

li v/^i also Slid Lhal the new pt'itV Rev. 
Jo« Adai^ kalarn. was not favou'obly 
disposrd towards ihe Kongw^ChctUar 
comaiurkhy. 

Recently, he and Gotne other prices 
closed the eriironce on (ho soulbern side of 
the church compound which uied to be 
frequented by people of (he Kongu-Cheitlir 
commiLniiy^ This was objected to by the 
c:;mmuD;ty. 

[i was aJIfgcd ihal on March 24, Rev- 
Adailklam ak>n? wiih 100 men. aiTucircd 
ihe Koiijfii-Chclliar conceits, 'ajuftng six 
pcrsLiu^ iucliiding (wo womcD* 

On ■ compUInt, the pHeEi and Ave 
Dickers were arreaied and Jsler relea&ed on 
bail 

The priest also has glvflo a complaint, 
which ii being looLed into 

MNDJAN EXPRESS* S-S-ISJP. 



INDIAN SWAMl ON IRlAL IN 
SWISS COURT: 

LAUSANNE. Swttzerrand. April J4: 
An IfHiildn monk and five other membenor* 
sect That prjflchcs love and bjothcfhood ftenl 
onmal yesterday before (he S^^iss Sup:troo 
Courl OB charges of planning bombinjis and 
poison attacks in an alleged plan to cxlflfml- 
nate SaIss opponcnif. 

Black migic and euni, poiioned candies 
and acid-tre.(fd doof haAdJes figure in * 
biiarre siring of crlmei itJeged to havo betn 
maitermiDded by 4», year-«Jd Swaml 
Omkarananda. 

The laft^ipokea ladlaBtslhe head of 
the S^lss^hased Divine Light Ccfltrc [hat hai 
fulliiwfrs jn several EuropeoD couEtrica 
AusKBlia and Afrfc*. ' 

The SwamI cirae fa Swit«r[and In 19U 
on the invitation ofa veatihy Swiji wo^tn 
he met in India. Helped by generous coaIjI- 
buiioDs, Including doDatlooa from (he head 
of one of S*iuerland'B bijigcsl iaduKrIal 
compjuies, the centre spread rapidly ja » 
re^ideoUiL secUoa of tbe Winierhur, an 
Jndustnaj town nea: Zorish, 

ComplatnT? from neighbours about tbe 
sect's realesrate c^panilotiism brought a 
flurry c^fcounter-suiTi prepared by a special 
legal divuFon at Iha sect htadquirten. 

The 41-page charge-sheet said the swiml 
and the 'hard core*' of his fjllowati. 
gradually eicalaled b|s fight afiainit (be 
critics, fiisi ir>mg to put iho hex oo them b> 
'Maol'ks anu witches" (Ijwn Jnlo 
Swii2rilaqd from ladia and fram Eutopcob 
couniries. 

When (hnt did not work, stocks of 
cyanide, arsenic and other tubilancei weii 
allegedly pdrt'haEcdin SwIirciljDd and via. 
Germany. (A.P.i— The Timci of India, 



Itf 



FREETHOUGHT 



NATIONAL EXECUTIVf COLTNCIL 
HEETING OF T.R,A. 

The first meeiing of [he Nailooil 
B:(ecLiUv4 Council of I A,A, artcr its consti- 
tution in Scpteiaber 1973 was convened il 
Madras <jb 24 — 4— '9. Th4 meerinR wgi 
preiidcd ovor by Mr, Y A. LofcliBTidwafa, 
PresldcDl oftbe Association. Afi^r proron^ed 
dclibciaiiens, the followinB r»o]ullona wne 
uaanimously passed. 

1. Cow Slaughter^ 

Iht National Eiccgtive Council of 
LR,A- viewH wUh ^rave concern the 
undertaking of fasia by rrpuicd 
persons and leaders to force the 
Covernmenl to bow down to iheir 
entlquBTed and outmoded ooMoat 
flod views legardlng ihe jsaue of cow 
slaughter. 

It calls upon Lbe RattonsUst forces 
throufhoui lbe country to muslei 
their strength to fight bick bucb 
kinds of auaclts by obtcuranljil aod 
reaciionpry group»> 

2. Godoicn :— 

The NBC. of T,R.A. demands I he 
coDMituilcn by the Central 
GovfEQmTQt of a CammiastOD of 
Enquiry: 
(aj To invesiigaie and verify the truTh- 
fullness of rhe claims of GodLncDi 
Priena. certain hoLymen and their 
followers lo perform miracles. 

fb) To probe intf' the fiuw of moneys Into 
thecdfersof truirsor ussncidtions or 
orpanisbrLoDS mar^ped by ihem or 
uodcr iheir auspices or In chelt 
name. 

(c) To recommend ways and means of 
preventing lucb Godmen parading 
}D the public life of lbe country 
with false clBimi, If Ihe commission 
fioda (hem false aod fradulcnt. 



3' Temples, etc, i— 

The N. EC, of IRA. condemns (be 
naauthorisedencroBclimeniofpublii: 
litas. highways and road margins 
premises and compounds ofGovero- 
mtnt and seni— Government officii 
■nd thocoDEequcnl conafruction of 
lemples, Insiallaflon of imafea of 
deities, budding of stupas and the 
like and calls upon the Govermeni^ 
tf> Take stepa to remote them. 

4. AU TndJA Radio and Doordhar&hnn :— 

Tlie N R C. of TR.A, requesis fho 
infL^rmalion end T^ECadcasili^a 
MiDiMry and the Dkecioi Ofncrnl 
cf All Fndia Radio and Door- 
dhar&han tut Jesisi frum permiiri' m 
the me of the mrdiB for propagaii'-n 
of religions and Godmen. [i z\h t 
requests suflicleni lUne in he aboltrd 
for propo^urjjn of $cienniic aiiirLJdi 
and temper as eushriried In (he 
ConsiitiiUtii". 

$, Reiolulron on OrganisaLlon : — 

The N.H.C. of IRA. resolves to 
[eqocBl Ihe Managing Cominiuetf to 
uoderTake ihv fillowlng orgaoisa- 
fional iisks :— 

Ca) To brrns Into exi-ferice Sfate Asfo- 
cintinn formed a' Slate Conferences, 
atfiliated III trie ^B^lOnal oigrani&»- 
tlon in allca^t half I fir: Tumbci' of (te 
Jn^lao ''tslei by iho end of DeceiO'- 
ber. 1*7?. 

(b) To convene the ITih All Jnt^i/t 
Conference at Pomhay before iha 
end of February^ I9h^0 

(C) To conduct Super^lilfan Eradlcatha 
Compaign in ailrasi hve Stales hy 
the dale of the All Jndia 
Conference. 

(d) To create Ihe necesnarv climate for Ihe 
eompalgn in the remaining slates by 
the end of IVKO. 

fe; To esploic Ihe posBibllily of conduc- 
ting a Seminar at a State Ctpiru^ by 
the end of 1980 on " STATUS 
AND ROLfi OF WOMEN '•- 
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ROURKELA RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION. 

The Annua] Ctnaril Body Mcvlbg ofthe 
Rourkela RatJoDdhst AsiocUMod. wae bold 
on 29lh April. J974 al D/BH. SeciQr-8, 
Rourksh aod rbe fullawiDg persons wen 
ekcled lo iho nc'* Esecuiive CoxmnKtce f«r 
1979-10. 



Ml 



M. S. GokuLan 


^^ 


President 


R. S PanihcT 





Secretary 


M. R, Raman 


„^ 


TTliaurcr 


R Vijayan 


■H- 


Librarian 


T. P. N. PlTlai 


— 


Membec 


K.P. V Panikar 


— — 


Membcc 


M, C S. Filial 


«»■ 


Membir 


N. R. Sethnr 


™. 


Member 


C. C. S- Piliai 


_« 


Auditor 



DISMISSAL OF Mr. V. T. RaJSHEKAR 
SHETTY CONDEMNED- 

The Geaeril Body of tfae Karnitaka 
RatJdnaliit AiiociatloB bere cKpreited 
sbock ovar the jlicKal and arbitrary ' distnli- 
sil * of Mr V, T Rajshckar Sbetty, Senior 
StafT Coriespocdeal of [he Indian Ejipresi. 
BangaJore, n noied wiiter and Genaril 
SeciH'Ury of the KacniUku Ratio pal iH 
Associalion 

In 3 refloLutiOQ. it also condemned Ibe 
action of ibc Jndian E;ipreii ManagemeDt In 
dismissing him on tbe Qjusy ^rojod Ihal be 
waa wrJLlng *trticleK (o other than Indian 
Eipfesi inapita of his ^ expTan^doo * ibat 
be po^scs&ed Ibe ' wriiieo permiisloQ ' of 
his ediior-ln-cbief. 

The K. R. A is of tbe opinion that the 
ground put forward In Ibc dismbEal letter is 
juat ID excD&e lo get rid of Ur. Sherry whlli 
the real motive behind the dismissal U com- 
munallam against which Mr> ^ httly wu a 
lire lea I Gehter. 



Tbe K- R. A. culled upon tbe Indiia 
Expreii Manafiemeni ro Imraedialely lelnitaie 
Ur, Shetty and urged up ah fetiow 
raTlanaliats, leftisti, trade uoioniiw. 
intellocluala and progretslve journaliiis all 
ovar India (o fight for rbls cauae. 

^Prof. A.M. DharmaliQeaftt, 
Bangalore. 



ANDHRA PRADFSH STATE 
RATIONALIST CONi-ERBNCE, 

The First Aodbra Pradesh Stale Rariona- 
list Conference waa orgaulted at Blviu on 
•—5—7* under the auspices of (be Wesi 
Godavarl branch of I.R.A. 

The welcome addreia wai preseitied by 
Mfr Goda Sat>iDarayaDimurihy, Chaiiman 
of the RecrptLoa Commiitte of the 
Conference which wis ininiuraled by 
Dr. H Naraalmhilih. forner Vice CbaoccI Lor 
of Bangilare UntvcriUy. Ai Mr. V. A. 
Lokhandwila, PriiidBDlof I R.A. who wai 
to prcilde over lb* Conference could nor go^ 
over to Eluru, a local Ratjoniliit and a notfd 
Advocale Mr r.H.V. Somaysjulu, pr5arded 
over tba inaugural seiBloo, 



y 



Mr. A Suryjnarayana, General Secre- 
iBry of T H A. delivered the Key Note speech 
cmpbasialng ibe Iraruinear need for buildlog 
up a srrong raiiooa^lst move men r- 

The Conference was a grand aucccj^s in 
that kr aiTricte<l as many us 2^0 hard core 
rationallil delegates from differcnr Dlslncti 
ofTbeSrateas also from rbe nelghbourJog 
Statct of Karnalaka aud Tamilnadij 

Tbe iubicqueni buslne» sessloia were 
presided over by Mr. M. V. Ramamufthy, 
Vice Prtiidentof I R.A, In these sesaioni, 
Blmosr all the delegates present wcra given an 
opporluniry of briefly explaining the efforia 
pur In by therp for the promotioa of 
rati Dal Ism. 
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-. ' ' Ai the concluding te«ioB, ihaConfErincc 
una*iiiiioitsly rcsoLvcd to form inlo Andhri 
Pfaduh R«l1oRaUBl Aisodation to beifflLii- 
tod to Indian RalloniNsl AmocIiIiod. In 
the ttme Muloa, ■ SUie Bxecuilve 
CommilEec Haa ilia bee* BaiiB(ltu1«d wilb 
members repre»nl]n£ different Dlilrkli. 
Befoii the courerence came 1o N clo>c» bi 
miay a£ IS rcioLutiona ««• pass«d, Th«*e 
Indndcd B condolence reiolution n Xht 9«d 
demlsa of Dr. A.T. KovOQf* Mr, Abburi 
RimaLrlfhca Rao and Cudlp«l1 VenkatA' 
chalam ; an esprtailon of Th* concern of ihe 
delcE^tes at btacL mall being resorted to by 
ibe obKUfflntisi forc*9 lo force Kofila and 
West Bengal Goveromcnta lo Introduct a ban 
on cow iJaughier , condemning Ehc unanlho- 
rised LonalEuclion of roadside lemplci; an 
Appeal lo the Central Governmeol to conill- 
lute a National Comtnittc* to Investigate Ibe 
claims of tht &0 called miracle men t 
denouncing the participation of mlnLsten and 
other Governnel diioitorles in the [eligiout 
functions; condemning the solUog up of 
model schools coniemplatcd by [be Andhm 
PradciTi Governmenl to promote religioui 
tnfcre&Ti ^ rcqueil the All India Radio and 
TV to put an end to ibe relle^ou' 
propaganda presently made by ihem and 
■Hoi the lime so saved for pronioiing ■ 
ecienilfic outlook among the people ; adop- 
tion of common civil code for people 
belonging lo di^creni religLoni ; delelicn of 
letsons »b1cb tend tn propogaie relision In 
Ihe lext bcoki, dccieiting the number of 
testiva^ bolidaya being did a red by (he 
Govern mem J ate. 

In Ihe eventng. a public meeting was 
organised by A P R,A, Dr, H. Narasiinhaidb 
appealed to Ibe audience to be careful of the 
godmen And bighllgbied the atroclllet being 
commjtied in the name of god, religion and 
acrlpturei. He further clarified that 
ra1lon»li«m la not against any particular reli- 
gion bui II uoJy AdvocBlci an unbiaied 



■nalytls of the icligioui priachlngs. The 
meeting was alio addresied by M/s. A. 
S-oryaaarayaaa, M. V. RamAmuMy, Coda 
Satyanarayaaamurlbyp Ven^galia Subba Rao. 
Ravipudi Veahtiadrl, K- Padma Rao etc- 
Mr. M V, RamanaRaddy. President of Ibe 
EluTu branch of I R-A. presided over the 
laeeilng^ The same night, the finl meetlag 
of the State Commltree was convened under 
llie presidentship of Mf^ A. Suryaaarayaoa, 
General Secretary of I.R. A. In thismecting 
tbe followkOg Ol^ce Bearer* aud ManagTng 
Com mi [tee mem bars were unnoimoualy 
electtd I 

Hon. Pre:ildent « Df. P. M, Bhargava. 

Hyderabad- 

EKCulive Pmidcnl. Mr. Ravipudi Venta- 

ladri, Chlmla. 

Vica-Preiidenlb _^ Ma M, V. Subbtmnit, 

Hyderabad. 

Mr. K. ladma Rao, 
Ponnur. 

Genera) S<c[Clafy_ Mr. P. Dhaskar RaOi 

Eluru. 

Joint Secretariei _ Mr, S. VentateswarH 

Kao. Eluru- 

Mf. N, Rama Ran, 
Ramacha ndrapura m 
Managing Com- Mr. N, Cbalaraayya, 
miKee Membeii- Kowdlpallj. 

Mr. Gusasi, Eluru. 
Mr. VcnigaJld 6ubba 

Aaop Rcpalle. 
Mr. G Rabo Rao. 

Gudivada 
M%. S. Vljayaratna- 

Lumari. Nidadavvle- 

The Stale Commillec also decided lo 
en n duel a SupeniJUon Eradicaiiun Campaign 
wlih Dr H. Narasimhaiab, a Hypootial * 
Magician eiC' Indifferent (owni of AiLL^hra 
Prade&h. 
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ASTROLOGY FOR iNGlNEEMST 



The InsfltutfOQ of EnBineer* Is a reputed 
body of EnKiDMrs from qJl over India. Ir 
conductH courseti and lecrtirei bv eiumeiii 
men of icienc* and (echnotogy. 

However (he Midrea Chapler of rhe 
JnilitLilon of engineers went one step ahead 
and calTcd a pwudo scientist— an aatrolofer 
lo deliver a speech* The 'icIenMaC was on^ 
■elf<r>led Uf. (Mrs) K. N. Saraswathy. 
a woman who earns a lol of money se]linp 
her ^petlise" on asirolopy Bur rhis 
^^'oma^ had evjdenlly thought iKbT she cruld 
spend Ihe time ia more pecunisTy persuir^ 
than lecture To a smq|] gathering of 
Bcientiits and engineers, oi mav be she was 
just afraid of being exposed. Anyway she 
didn't Turn up (o lecture T The Nc*i 
Bulletin of the inslhute said '' In The absence 
ofDr [Mrs.) K, N Saraswathy who could 
not be presenr due to gone unavoidable 
ci re um stances. Mr. K 0, PaDjcker 
addreijEcd Lhe gathering on [he subject 
■Astrology for Engineers* on 2<Hh January, 

I 

fn his speech ihc learned PanicVer (^h:: 
aurnanie of Pa nicker typifies a sjbtasce of 
soothsayers amoni Naira) said 'The'eiia 
prejudice which characterises the majority oF 
rhe inlcMJBeut group sneer aI the science n^ 
superstiiioq and excuse themselves from any 
invealigatlon, jusl because the modern 
scientists reject ji." (Admission indeedl) 

'*Hc added that the entire fabric of 
Astrology is broadly baaed on Ibc principle 
of evolution of lime. Aiirolog^ h ihc 
science which records the infiucoce of 
planets on the terrestrial phenomena- They 
can be classified under (a) Phyikal condi- 
lioDs, {b) Mental pcculiariLles, and 
{t) Spirllual a spirbtions. 



Generally the engineering profession 
is derived from a considciatioo of (he lOiIi 
HuiTSe, and its Lord and planet In (he lOtb 
Home, the dominant planet \a the horos- 
cope, and the situation of lOth Lord En lb* 
Nflvamsa. The major planets which indicate 
ihc engineering profession arc Uais and 
Saturn. The conjunction or w>mb|aation of 
these planets in fiery (Igns wUr indicate that 
the man wllJ be an engineer" 

Thus spake Mr Panlcker. 
What a shame thai an august body of 
Fn pincers should encourage a pscudo- 
science liiEe aatrology | 

■ « • 

STUDY Course on rationalism. 

The second Stud. Course on rationalism 
was conducted by I R.A jI Madras from 
29-4-79 to [^;-7» An interestlog 
feiirure ofthiH course was that contrarv to 
especial lonatbe course aiiracted more senior 
ralionaljsis than beginners as a reiull of 
whjfb [tie course proved to be not only a 
rrainiug camp but also a btudy catnp. 

The course was divided Into [2 important 
useIous which were hdndled by emlucnl 
persons in their lespcctive tielda While 
Dr K. Naraslmhai^h diljvered a special 
lecrurc on ScieuilBc Ouil 'oit, the other 
ficuUy Included Mr h L. Bharaii ion History 
of Rdtiondll^i M vemenl); Mr. Y. A. 
LokhanJwala \on Isiam^ ; Mr P- K. i*iara- 
yanan (on Psychology and Hypnotism) i 
Or. i.C S. Abr,ihaoi Ion Evolution of Mao); 
Mr. A Sur>anarayana (on Need fur a 
Raiiooflliit Society) ; Mr M.V. Ramamuity 
(on Hinduism and jIsu on Humanism vs, 
RalLonalisro; ; Mr Diuesh Nettar lon 
Astronomy it A^Eulogy as also Quantum 
Mechanics;: Dr. T. I yavelu !on Medicine 
dnd Superstition) and 'Jr. S. Gnanamulhu 
■ on Chriiiianlty)r 

All the parlLcipants thoroughly enjoyed 
the course. 

At the end of the cojrse. »t was decided 
to conduct more such courses at other 
centres Lihr Hyderabad. Bangalore, etc 
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indent Vpianika Shastra 
or Epic Aircraft 



-dC- d. m^Lu. 



A critical study of tho orl£lD«1 work 
iVyiiiiiikH Shaitra' published by O, R> 
JoayvT and 'Brihail Vimana Shistra' 
publhbed by Dayaaand BhBvaa, New Delhl^ 
hai b«ca mida by Mukuada and others led 
publlahad In Scienilfic opinion, J974< May 
and iuDc. Abrlef sgmoMry oflh« study i^ 
pfucnied here. 

The (wo books which iDltlally were 
tbought to be different, but wblcb later 
iurned cut to be same dalm that t'** science 
ofriying and milhods orcoDitruclJ«n of al^ 
planes wen propounded by Bharadwaja aud 
Ibese document 9 are of vedic origin. 
INVESTIGATIONS REVEALBD THAT 
THE ABOVE TBXTS WERE DICTATED 
BY ONE HANDIT SUBBA- 

RAYA SASTRl TO SR[ VENKATA- 

CHaLA SHaRMA at bangalorb 

DURING I9M— 190K. The drawings fcnad 
in G R. Jo&ycr's publication were made by 
a draughlimBTi of a local EuKEaeering College 
during thin perJod. h^ lucb it was eata- 
bliihed Ib&( lb? work was wriiren onTy ia 
recent timei To Turlber establisb tbar II ia 
mot of vedlcoriRia- the slokaa WBreexamlDcd 
foruae ofvedic words and metre- It tuTDed 
out Eb^l less than one per ceal of Ibe text 
voru* were based on vedLc metre. 



Thougb tbc Xnl -Vymanlka Sbastra^ 
states about TaDtrikp Mantrlc and Ktitab 
VimsnaSH tbe detailed description is 
eairicted lo kritak vimanai. a class of 
timanas, capable of being made of 
pbysical maferiaii and med for ri>'1ng 
Trom Island to Island by men for the 
puiposea of both pleasure and warfare. 
Tbe types of planes discussed are ^hakuaa. 
Siindara, Rukma and Trlpura. Nowhere In 
the teil i& any discusftion oa principles of 
flying and forte canning forward oiotlan. 
Nfoit diacriptions contain certain dlmen 
alom (sometimes conlradicTlng Ibo^e of the 
drawings^ as thoueb their author JntBDded 
tbc nadin to make only one slzad air 
planes. The speeds of the planes are pheno- 
nieaa]. For instance, the speed of Sundara 
vimana Is supposed to be over four hundred 
yojanas in one ghatl^a Interpretation of 
these lead t<^ a speed of 10,000 km- per hour 
— nn unheard ^gure for the speed of air- 
planeii near earth. Similarly Rukma vimana 
Is cjipected lo travel 105 krlahas pet 
ghatlka tmplying 1,000 km^hr. again a 
very high speed. Ill o ugh not fantastic 
TrSpura vimana is expected to travel on road 
on Walter as 4ell as In air. 

The meth^jds of propulsion described In 
most cases make the air plane resist flying 
rather than aid it. One s^oka on the 
descrlptloa of Sundara vimana leads to no 
intarpretalinn other than saying tb^t force is 
developed in ttieiama dlrecilDn In which jet 
is eibausled thus implying violation of 
Newton's H Law of Motion. 

Most descrTpEions appear to be more in 
the nature uf inugmaticn than of genuine 
physical feillaauon and IT IS CON- 
CLUDED THAT AIRCRAFT (KRLTAK) 
BASED ON PRINCIPLES DBSCRIBED IN 
THIS WORK COULD NOT HAVE 
EXISTED AT ANY POINT OF TIME tN 
KNOWN HrSTOBY RIGHT FROM 
VHDIC PERIOD, A 

(Courtesy— VIJN ANA PARICHAYAJ 
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The Tacnum Aignment 
Myth, Mystery or Fact? 



■^. Q^. ?2a«, 



dftai 



(Conld from May Js'ue) 



WHERE VACUUM? 

Now iiit:c tht cast of a rsTioniMsf who 
ODCe upon a lime Id his youtJi as a boy was > 
dualist, a IhciM «ho bfllevcd in sinful body 
Had iniinnrUl snul, liTe afrcr dealh, helT, 
heaven and who pracTi^cd rilijal!< worshipped 
gods, dTeaded e^il splrlii and ghosii' These 
w-'e l^r fhinp? oftht-lonB plat. He \% not 
Bbiidmed or ihe pasr, nor lie cur&ct himself 
or>Dybody for the sboddy praciices of Iba 
p:isi. He rcalii^es thai in Liis younger diys 
hi- was following only wbiT he w^a rdd lo 
di> by his ptrenis. by the people around 
H:ifcn3w proud f^ir he is changed, he Is 
hjippy Eur he could fl^id the truth, be is 
pejceFu! for he i^ a faiioniFl^i, 

Looking into the processes of ihe'biala 
development of the :Biiona1ist frieod, #ould 
It be in order iror.^fimafices that there are 
tw" sets of nffvo coddccIjods present In his 
Ccra^rAl ht^mispiicret ? One ^et Tcpresefllio^ 
kiiold bellafa and behaviouis and the other 
respopslble for his present menial statute. 



the mental ntake-up of the Rationalist r Or 
would It be correct, Bialo. if one thinl^s that 
Uie previous nerve connections had dis- 
appeared leavlnE their phce In tLe cerebral 
hemispheres blank ind void f If that ii so, 
there cerUrnTy js a case for Elling in ihi 
vacancy. Then the big question of the 
idealist believer will apparently remairr. 
" What you Atheists and Rationalists have 
with you to hll in the vacuum created as A 
result of my thro wine away the old belief;)?" 

But regrettably, tbese are Iida pinery pn- 
posltlons insfng out of supcrhcial ideate 
When pre^'iously formed TEmpnrary rene 
connections are replaced by new one*. It doea 
not leave aside any void or vacumn of anv 
lOTt. It should not be forgotTen that roadi- 
lioning JS the result of reactions of nerve 
cells lo the external sdnnuli When new line 
of thrnkrng and underslAndlng davelopes, it 
does not eiuse any eKpanalon of the existing 
brain matter and the area of the cortex 
remains the lama- 

The example of the Idealist daalUt theist 
growing out into a Raiionitlisi can now be 
examined in grealtr detail The process of 
Iran^fOTinaEfon la essentially decondlliun^nft 
and further the objeci've seirnTific ouilork 
ofthe rationalist The underlying wnrkjng 
condition ol' the nerve cells m ihe criebial 
cjrtCK involvlnl the prccss of deeonditia- 
nlng Is inhibition. 

Nature of inhibition hus alreaily bien 
leitplained in the previous passages- There 
arc two basic types of inhibitron!; as dilTcrcii- 
tUted by Dr 1 P. Pavlov. They arc. \\) 
internal couditinried Inhlhillori and l2} 
externa! unconditioned Inbibltion. 

A conditioned rcflei (in the instant ca^e, 
nerve connecTlons rcprcscoMng super^tSiinus 
beliefs and pursuits) bfcames Bxiinct ei a 
result of either of ihe two inhibition;. Ihls 
ii tvall Illustrated In the following experi- 
ntenti. 
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Ttka for c:tBmpLe, (be dog Id which a 
condliJoDcd food r^^n la (ho riDging of ■ 
bcli has been formed. When Itio ^11 jiagB* 
Ehe dog aUrls &allva[lD£ cveo ihough qo food 
hqE been given Lo il Suppjiioe fbat (he 
cxperimeDE wjib ihis do| is conTiqi^eJ for a 
long petjud^ each inie ibf bell :lags but 
Qo food 11 itiliudiiced lo supplemcDt the 
condlET.^Ded refleA. A& a muh. ihe quaciJly 
of saliva secreted e^^h lime gels les? and teas 
4Dd tillimalcly a stitge is leached when Lhera 
is no trace of taliva secret :d ]n response To 
(be bell The cDndirluned food rofic:i has 
become exrlD£iiished becjju&e during iha 
maDy subsequeui experiments. ih« condl- 
tLoned reficK U not supported by uncondi- 
tloDcd refJex^ Tbc phcDomcDOn Is the mull 
of 'inlernil condilioncd inblbiiLon*. The 
mox characlerlsijc feaiurc of (his rypc of 
inhlbUjoQ is that ll origlnaies in rbe brain 
irselfand ai> uuiiide oi eitcrnal atftaf is in- 
volucd Id the development L,f This typt of 
JnblbilloD. Tbc cundi limned food reflex 
dliappcars of Its own ia thi absence of 
luppLemenlalion. 

But axtcrnsl uocoadlrioned inhibiiJon 
oriepiles ellher in the exierna! surcoundinpfl 
orin anoTber Bicited area of the brain. In 
(he experiment wiib \h<- dog as for example, 
Ihe bell rings, and it be^ iris to ^ecrele siiliva 
While ibe experiment Is on^ supposing (baT w 
sudden, atrons and airacee signal is inl'O- 
daced, say for example, a piercing whistle, 
Wha( happens then? The flaw of saliva 
stops abruptly, the du^ ruroa to ihe direciion 
of the whi3(le> jumps ,md barks. Here the 
sudden stoppage of iNe condliionrd fooil 
liflen ia the result of "eUernal uncondhioned 
lahibitiun;" its source being an esternal 
agent, namely Ibe s range piercing whistle. 

Primarily^ Interna] conditioned inbibi- 
lioa' ia responsible for ttie TransroTitiatioa of 
Ihe believer of tbe supeistuious, theiatic, 
religious order imoBn aiheiat la passage of 
iPmc, During (he couric of fhi Iransfor- 



ra^tlon, the nature of ibe envlroDmeal It 
dlflereat, and the stimuli reaching the cere- 
bral himisphcres do not supplement oi sup- 
port the conditioned ittlnes wbicb wer« 
formed in tbe cerebral cortex in his younger 
day* as a result ofthe influence of bis child- 
hood Skirroundmgs By aad by, ine Indivi- 
dual gets rid of his shameful cerebral 
attitudes. And bccuu^ or the continuous 
influence of the changed surroundings and 
Tbe stimuli leachlng f[om the new eavjroa- 
mtnts, new sets of conditjoned uervo eon- 
nectionsare established in Jiis cerebral cortex. 
With the result, the individual becomes an 
atheist, having been freed from the shabby 
beliefs and practices of the past. 



But majority of our people are condem- 
ned to lead B supersdiirrus idealistic 
duallstk, religious life as handed dOAo to 
Ibe II by Lheir parents, elders and society' The 
religious beiicrs, piaclices^ rituals, festivals 
BDd social functions condnue supporliug 
the conditioned reflexes In Ibem ai a result* 
DO chance of 'internal conditioned inhibition* 
ever developing in tbeii cerebral cortex to 
destroy the supefsdnous beliefs, behaviours 
and atlitudes, rbe cumulative result of i^taich 
IS Ihat thev continue Iti be supefstlti us as 
ever as the? used u be> Therefore It Is upto 
the individuals iit account foi what ihey 
ought to be. By .hanKJflg the eovironmenii 
(bey can change their cerbraj attitudes 
-'Changing tiie environmeots'* does not 
purpOLt to mean to change the socjal circle 
in which an iDiJivtiiubl Is pul up- Itsimply 
ijtcans that iudividi^als sh .uld create 
sliuaiions «heie they can meet pe:iple with 
progressive idcM^ und scientific outlooks, 
read boi^ks and other printed materials wbicb 
JrDpsij't objective realistic and scientific lufor- 
matlons At the same lime, they should 
avoid supersdlious social fuaciioiis and 
practices with d wMl of strong motivation ia 
order lo cnbaixce Ibe chaDcea of establishing 
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KiroDg iDteiDBt coDdilioDcd iDbibitioDS and 
for th« formaiion of dcw coDdiiL.aed rcdtKcs 
responsible for compkle TrBniifaiinAUon. 
Hoivever, od Ihc inilogy of 'f tiernal iin- 
coDdilioned LDhtbJlion sKplairied in ihv 
expciimcni wilh Ihc dug. rb«rc is siScUot 
lojlc lo cijncUdc ihal a tborouih cbiQgt la 
Ihc pallcTD of beliefs. pracUccsuiid pursuLis 
of Ihfl public in general cau be bruugbt about 
by the lalroducTJLjn of a luddeD^ tlrange^ 
and forceful. 9i:icial order. Tbja logic has 
been proved practically sound in modern 
timet, in co un irks w hare iucb social otder 
wal utabJished. 



dftermine itic mental develi^pinent and feie- 
bial funciions. Dr. PavlL>v, while discuising 
ttie iDjpotiance of Ibc refJexes and condiUoQ' 
mfl, repeatedly referred to 'congenilal 
facrori*. There is no room lo doubl ibaf 
congenilal factori are not what ihe ScietiUsla 
art DOW irylnfi to dlffcTenllate In Ibe fLirm 
of blochvmistry in order to have preclie 
LDnder&iaadlDg of, the subject. The readeii, 
□light ihetefore remembar The all-round rcle.' 
vance of Ptfvlovian wofks capeciaLly in tbe 
field of pbytlcological psychology^ 

CONCLUDED. 



This paper is being completed. In the 
moanwhilc, does ddI tbe foregoing anaiysit 
prasenl coDclualve proof ihai changes La the 
'mental make-up' do doI l«avc aside or 
cauae to devclcpaay vacuum to be fiiled jot 
Bellevera, obscuianlista, thciais, aeed uoi 
thtrefora fear that If they «ed raiiouali^m 
they would be in a pccdkaircnt for w&ai of 
a set of 'moral cudra' to QU the 'cclebrat 
vacuum'- For. tbe vacuum argumeal is a 
myth havlDg do objective reality' Change is 
proof enough foi nou-ailstence of vacuum. 

IN COMCLOltON : Id the course of 
Iha preienl itudy, i have avoided any 
mention about Ffeud and his works and Ihe 
array of Fraudian Ihlnkers. The omiaAloti is 
deliberate, for I wanted 1e avoid discussion 
on a topic abo at which readers are more or 
lesi familiar- Secondly, it appears to mcf 
that hla ImaglDary aaiumptions and hypo- 
theses (pan semallsm) do not merit any 
serious study 

The preienl paper deals with (he central 
nervous ey^ten and ir£ working as revealed 
by Ivan Felrovlch Pavlov. Much reseAich is 
DOW being done by Scientists Into other 
factors which have also definite say In 
'mental attitudes' of nan. . Work io far done 
\a the £eld of biochemistry and genetic codes. 
bdiealGB tbai (base factors loo eon tribute to 
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E. S. P. EXPOSED 



(From an address given by Dr. Jim 
WoojnoHgh) 



ExirasfnaBry perception Is rhc ac^ulsi- 
Hod or kuavitdgc wlihoui ibc u» of the 
kDcwD »D5e»- 1[ 1e c:ipouaded is U) Qalr- 
voyance, tb« (cbl of Axirasenfory piTciplioi 
ofanobjcct, and (jL) Telapailiy, the Icsl of 
cilrasCDiOjy pcrcf piicn of a ihou^hi- 

This ia perhaps the meat UDlversally 
atccpfcd myih, snd Mie haidest lo debiiuk, 
/ s a niedJcil studen;. decades ago, I realincd 
thai £SP cuuld Dot wrrk, but v-as amazed to 
karn ihai H& (xJslFDc? hud beep ^proved' 
sclenriQcally, b> card cests. 



h proved impossible, of cfuiscn for oie 
to debunk ihe lesls rrerel^' by reading what 1 
could about ihem. However^ I noied that 
belieMbBa-cbpncc resulls occurred onfy 
occa&lonaJly and were usually inhibilcd by 
the prtsepce of a sceptic dorloj^ the itats. 
This was explained on psychological ground* 
To mc It suggested someibJag diSifeui. 



Coming back to the bL'giDrlng, however, 
one notei ihai aJmo$t everybody, including 
■omeof my bumnjitand rationalist friends, 
has some stflr^ lo (ell abom some exlraoidl. 
tiafy aad iiie:iplioaNe eieui. 

Tb« moil recent oie lo be throwo fit me, 
came from an elderely w^man pgnoslic. 
She I old Ihe funiliar story of Ihe parlour 
game in which one person is seni out of ibe 
room and oihers secrcily Ihink up soma 
simple acljon expcclad of ibe lone one on 
leiutn. They eoncenlraie gn sending the 
message^ 

Aiked lo E:ip1aiD ; Td comei the oul- 
lider, and faithfully carries oul ihc expected 
action, * In every caie ' I was told, ' ihe 
p*raoo came back and did ai ctpecled ". 
Usually I'm asked how lo eiiplain the 
occasion as anything but proof of leJepalhy. 

Ofcoufse. I can't explain ii I wasn't 
tEi«r« 

This slory was told perhaps 40 yean Jift«r 
tbe event. Recollection of failures would 
fade before memories of succtss. Wne some 
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of iht sucwsBts acbitved after several 
filures ? How limited was [he tiholce of 
possible aclions T How relUble is the 
retcUine ? 

Because of all These uDceriji juries, ii was 
only ncTural aod rljlii ihat scicmjflc (e$(s gf 
ESP ihould be uDdejiikcD. Id ibe shape cf 
cafd Bves&ldg and similar oiperjmcnis. Ihls 
work has gone on for 70 year*, to my 
tnowJedae- 

A pacit of cards wnuld be shulTled and 
placed en a luble. face down, su Ihjtl aobndy 
knows ihe order of ihe cards. An experl- 
mcDTer Inhes dnwa Ihe guesses thmi a subjaci 
makes as ta the desifuailon df ihetep card, 
tbe sccdnd card- and io od, dowD (br^ugh 
the pack. This Usf is tben compared with 
The actual stale Qfrbe cards, at substqueariy 
Lisfed' The narabir gf correct luesses robe 
BK peeled from cbance alone, is kjio^vn from 
atalisLlcar evaluatioa of ihe ilTiLaiJoD. 1he 
hope was ihat Bome subjects ivould do much 
bcTler than chanca alone would allow 

Eipenmeats wjih an ordinary pack of 
cards «era a compltte failure and this was 
never ejiplalned Another pack wai inveriied, 
consisting of only 25 cards, five cjch of five 
simple symbols like square- circle etc The 
chance score was five, thrcugh the pack of 
25 cards. 



Most subjects were unimpressive , but a 
fa* "had successes sometimes stirTling, bul 
only al limes. 

As the ^ears passed by, tha ^ucce^cs, 
though erratic, mounted and became so 
impressive, that clairvoyance was taken by 
some as proved, although not reliably 
leproduclbLc. 

Variatiflns In tests simrJariy 'proved" 
the e^islenc'.: of mental telepathy 



Good resDlts came through at great 
distance and even in guessing how tomorrows 
c; 1s would fall | 

^^ sceptics came on the scencn and 
sugpps'ed more and more rigid precautions 
in the tests, the successes diminished. 

The gullibility of Profeiior J- B, Rhia«, 
Ihe doyen of ESP rc«earch, was aliown up 
when he watched the ^nUcs of a mlnd- 
leading, question- answering side-show hojie 
called Lady Wondtr. and decided that (be 
only possible eiplanatioD WIS tkal ii ^^a||y 
had the powers claimed, A magicion laur 
showed how the simple trick was performad, 
bHt Rhine remained silent. 

The I97i edition of Encyclopaedia 
■riiannjca lists criticisms of the ESP research 
under ih* headings : Sensory clues^ Habits 
of Ihlnkinr Recording practices. Slatlstjcai 
milhodSt Experimental design, Fraud or non- 
exclusion thereof. Lack of replication of 
results, and rarity of good results. It god 
on to Che comment ' With the separation of 
Rhine's para -psychology lab from Duko 
University, no new high-scoring subjetts had 
been reported in the US. since the early 
dramatic successes". 



GULLIBLE PROFESSOR ^ 

The final bloiv (I presume and hope 
came i^bcn one of Rhine's workers was* 
caughi ' faking results *. Prof Rhine's 
comment was ■ What most concerns us all Is 
tbequeslion. WhatwIIUbe affiir do to our 
Btruggling, insecure branch of science 1" 

I have heard Rhine described as a 
' Chiirlatan of fDe Srst order '. but [ believe 
that is too strong an eKpressloo. 1 believe he 
was just gillible. ^' 

COUHTESY T THE NEW ZEALAND 
RATIONALIST AND HUMANIST- 
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SCIENCE vs. BIBLE 



J^amjs c^tFtfttf y^tn 
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Th«coriflEctoribc Bible ipd sclenei 1i 
lo groat thai any educaied iuad immediately 
discoLiDts the Bible HI the divioe revelailon 
of d tupreme being 

There are two confHiiling accounts of the 
farmahon of Ihe eanb. both aiven Id Gbpwii. 
The Bible aays thai Ebi eai^th vtat i^iihoul 
form of void, and darlfoess was upvu 1b« face 
ofthedHCp. Science leys Ihiit Iheearlbwat 
formed Eroni ihe bun^ and if tuch is the fact 
Ibere mubt have been plenty of lighl. Liter, 
God commanded the beasta of the field Jind 
creepiDg things to be formed, but icfoncc 
showi thai creepipfi things and beasts of the 
held did not orlginite ai the etme time ; Ehai 
millions of years 1ian$pir«d between the 
d«velopmeii1 of the loweai repUE& and Ihe 
beasts of Ihe fifld. hurt her mo fa, according 
10 science the development of the earth and 
all of these animals Cook many milljoni of 
yctrs, all of which can br. ahown to any 
reasonable mind by the measurement of the 
layetsof urth, or eedlmeni lalddovn upua 
the original rocks by the acltoo of Lakes. 
rLvarB^aud Geai. 

There are many, sprimUive fables as to 
the cieating of mjn, but of course the science 
of anlbropology presents tha only teal 
evidence and it shows that ihtough eons of 
lime, man evolvid from lower ciealuie*. 



Ailronomers can predict the day of 
eclipsFt of the Sun and moon hundreds of 
years In advance, Tbcy koofl exactly what 
lime these events will occur. They are able 
1o tell lAihan the tide^ will ebb and flow and 
what the height of the tides will be. Their 
" propheciei, '* to use the Bible word for 
pradic lions, are exact and accurate and civlU- 
zatiou depends upon them. Because of their 
exact mcAifuremeDrs ihey have been able to 
predict that when teleseopes were increased 
in power, other planets of ihia iqIaf aystem 
wouid be discovered and IheLr predictions 
were fulhllod by tha discovery of the plaoel 
U ran us. 

Contrast these exact predictioma with thfl 
prophecies of the Bible, which are couched 
io iDComprehensEble terms allowiog coadlc- 
tioB J nterp relations. Contrast the kuowledga 
of scientists with the child- hka Biblical story 
i.«r the crialion of the world- There is no 
ground in science for the story of the 
formation of a woma from n man's rib. ^ 

—from "Superior Men " 
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During rb« flrsl world war. while fightinB 
Id Ihe Frenches, he was amused thai boih 
friend and Tnc alike Invoked God's help. 
Tlie it^nyof the slruaiioa lnapirtd him lo 
compote a poem which ran. 

" Thy name it on our foe*ii Mp aud on 
Duis SriODg in ih> avrat we brcfik and bum 
and slay We curie Thet God^ . _ 



M).. I Q, £. /3L.L^ 



J. B, S> Haldane (1891—19*4) was 

oneoFihe mosi hrillianc biologisis of :he 

IwcDTiflih century. His rdevBoce lo us, 

however, i^ ihaL be was aa uQCOmpromisii^ 
TdUonalisi. 



His fdtbef was ao orthodox Christian 
but his Diolher was a freelhinkflf who 
eopsldered rcHaijn only Builable for servanti. 
Hsldare developed a mild liking for 
Anglican ritual but was ccmpletely lomune 
to rtljgion. Qoile eajly in life he was 
engaged in spfeadjog the £ospel of 
rationalism. This he dJd by circujafiug 
among Jiis pears books like Haeckers 
RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSE, where il 
was reaioned (ha| God is nothiag bm a 
gaseouc veilchraLe ! 



Revealed reiigloa, as represented by [he 
army chaplains, was an object ofscoTn lo 
H-ildane U was ioeviiatLe ihai he should 
become an aihelsl. Al Ihls time he wrote- 
■■ When [ sc, up an ejtperimeni I assumalhat 
DO god or aagel or davJI is going to Interfo.e 
wllh jta course; and ihli assumption has 
been jusrjfied by guch success as 1 have 
actilcve-i in my professional c reer. I should 
therefore be iafelleclually dishonest if 1 were 
not ilso acbeibiic In iheoiy •", He became a 
member of the Riiionalist Press Association 
in \92* and from 1927 onwards became a 
regular cootributor lo ihe RATIONALIST 
ANNUAL frue to his convictions as a 
rationalist, he felt that a lot of raefaphysical 
c-obweb can be blown off If the origin of 
life could be explained m mateiialistic 
torms of cauie dnd effect, and the super - 
natural e cmtfnt rendced unnecessary and 
irrelevant. To this end he coDtributed a 
lengthy arliclj. THE ORI1IN OF LIFE, to 
the RATION^IJSr ANNUAL of 1929 
Today, half a ceoiur, i.icr, Haldaos'a 
theory is |[ie most widc-y accepted one and 
also has proved the i^jsi fruitful in that |i 
has protnoced exparirneoial verification of 
the origin of organic life frum simple 
inorganic substances thui eliminating the 
metaphysical gap baiwecn the living and the 
non-living 

One of iha Important tasks of 
r*tionaUsn) is the toning down of fanaiioiim. 
la this respecr, Baldane was a ihin1o| 
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cnumple of practlaiag wbal'one pTtflched, 
Whco bfilkflDi young icieniisis were viclinii 
of ncJBl fanalicisin In Hiiler's Germany 
Ihcy wflfc helped u fimi i liviog ia EaBlaiid. 
Aioong tho^c wbo paiood acadcniic pjsia 
with Haldjnc** help. auJ lalcr rose lo 
icjentiflc Fame, may be meniionod Bofis 
Cbmin, Hans Grucoeberg, Unnla Philip 
■nd Hans Kalmus^ 



Like a true ralionalist, Haldaiie had an 
open mind on iDiiieri scien[i&c and 
pamscientiflc. Wbcn science ^rew pompous 
and cjacnics spote of sieriltsailon of Ihe 
uofii and BD-called racial ditfetences, U gava 
Haldane an opportunity l^ indulge his 
favou'lle paatimi! of puBCluring illu^ioil. 
He p,iiQted out ihii sterilising ofiheunfii 
wa« not only unethical b^it alio ioftfrccli^'e 
In pracltce Regirriin^ p a rn normal pheno- 
mtna, liVeeittra''flnsorT peicepllon, he had 
an open mlad, slating that if and when 
ESP waa ahowa lo occiif beyofld any douM, 
111 physiolo^lail ba&is also must be ex- 
plained before il cJuld be accepted aft a 
normal pbcuomeuoD, 

H ft Id ana was favourably inclined toward* 
conmjnism for p:5hiicil uoJ philosuphlcal 
reasons. " My philosophy \t ihc philoa^phy 
of Mars and Engela, Uuin and SiaJia*' he 
proudly proclaimed. Bui no Less important 
was EEie fa^i that ilie members of ihc Cora- 
muniil Pjrly ci^maded againil Ihe concept 
of God in a manner that Haldiae found 
very close to his hean He waa fond of 
quoliflg Lenina view ih^t reUslons are 
genuine bui stenllo flowers on ihe tree of 
human culture. 



Whenever possible Haldane made use 
of a pubhc pLfltfoTro to propagate his 



Quean Mary College Debating Society, ha 
leconded v.iih gieiii gu5tc Ciie mciion " This 
ho-iie ha4 iio need f :r a G>d". It musi be 
noted that this was at a time when such 
public avowal cif atheism could he aotblng 
short of dbaitrous for one's career and 
SQC id Islanding, If is in this context that one 
oust admire (faldane's moTal courage. 



Like Berirand Russell and the Huxleys. 
Haidanc had great faiili in the power of the 
priuied woid. He believed that by rational 
argument and persuasion one can wean 
people out of the superstition in which they 
were wallowing. To achieve ihis end he 
threw hi mscif heart and aonl Into populari- 
sing science which he considored The most 
vital 3nd p.Ment strategy It is no coiacj- 
(Jence ih It along wUh B;rtraad RnssEll and 
Julian Huxley J. B. S, Kaldane bJbo was 
awarded ihb UNliSCO Kaiingj Prize for 
popularising science. 



Wfiile addressing quite ipproprialely, 
the HcrelifS of Cambridije, he chose the 
title DAEDALUS, OR SCIENCE AND 
THE FUrURR' Haldanc was coaviaccd 
not only that saWaiion of mankind wa^ lo 
come thr:iugh science and technology, but 
more impartani. man cin main to his full 
s-tainrc only when the hg-nm society was 
permeated b?,' the scieniitic ipnii and 
sdentific attitude. 



Whenever Iher^ was s controversy 
involving religiou or science or politics one 
could count on Haldane's involvements i 
raisin B awkward questions, debunlfiog 
orihodoj! opinions and ridlcullog popular 
misconceptions It all sprang from bis 
general view that the whole paint of education 
was to make people think He never 
considered a child loo young to be educated 
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Amidst hrs rnultifariom aclivlrica he fotinjj 
lime 10 wriic an Arabian NifhTs-like story 
MY FRIEND, Mr. LEAKEY, nhfit te 
brilliiniiy jM-i^traled how science could bo 
made iDlclli^Lb^e and cnEcrtainiug to 
cbiEdrea. 



m 



iDVOcatioQ to Fiie-Sod 



— V, GOPALAKRTSHMAN. 



An ufUdl caljmny of rellgionisli egaintt 
noted Athcisls is ihai nn ihcirdfalb bed» IEia 
■Theh's trcmbkd ar.d recarTcd. Ha^dano 
wai fl living icfuiatinn of [hts mlscbievcujs 
lie. On rcceivj'n)* ihc mtdlcfl crnfiiit.arion 
of bis cancer. Haldane ia'id ' 1 lie \elitc 
conlalnrd bad news about (he ptnhverce of 
cancer. After I itad ihe deaib (Cntcrce I 
don't Ihiij It my pulfc rate char-fed by five 
per minuce "- With typical songrrcid bo 
wrni en to compose b poem "Cancei'ia 
rucay thlnQ " in which Ce bald. 



I know tbal cinccr oflen kills 
Bui so do cb:s and Kleeplng pills 



My final word befifro I'm done 
li *■ Cancer can be ralhff fun " 

Predictably. !ic wrote lo iTie hospital autbo- 
Titles maUr^ supgei^iioDs for Improiement of 
ireaimeni of cancer, Commendirtg ibB 
psychological elTicleDcy of a nurse, he said 
"The nurse gave me }u&l uhat 1 needed— the 
miilmufn of encouragement and (he 
minjpiam of sympathy ^\ 

Tn death, as In life, Haldane was a 
true riliODalist. He bequeithtd hh body to 
the Rangaraya Medical CoUtge. Kakinada. 
AUti h[j death, he had no u« f,:r it and 
desired ihjt it kEioII be used by others. 
il*ldine was a many-spletidoured genius but 
bia bfi^h'eit facet w&s his uacijTuproTnbing 
rsUopaUim. ^ 



Blcis u»> O Flre-Kid, bTess us Ihli day. 
Sa^e us fr.im sins wccomm t cv*ry day 
Take our offcringi qs scrlptutes decreed 
Kick up your flancs and have a good feed/ 

Bu'D up ihe cloih nn' blaclef* the cralAi 
Take what you IjVe but g1*^ u« th; rains t 
Devour vp theloj^i an* til ihal »e f^ed 
Give us Itc wealth that's all ibal we aeed 

Fcatt on Ihe edibles given by Ihe rich 
A top to stay ptil'SJnl without any h"le»j 
Then bless us< O Lord, bless ui each day 
Thkt richcf v,e may gel an' richer we may 

Thus when ycu've had a su^nptiiciai mtal 
You're sure tj get a thirsty ftel 
Grjfint wouldn'j quench n-ir cotton tiorilik 
iL'agoE to be ghee froji haly cow's Li^lEk 

AmLd mantras wc pour (he best, a&li-ghee I 
To kindle lb? flune anJ pray bcfjrc thej 
■' Bless ui, O Fir<-God, bl«s us thii day 
Gjve us (he rjches aa* make us all gjy *' 



This 'hivaa' of w»(d has drawn Qp a crowd 
The priesti ore igirg with chanCJngi al^ud 
Propitiating ' Him ' la thD bonfire they've U% 
CoEKlgniDK the food* 10 Agni-dovta'a wijtl 

Somenbere, n:ii far away, a bibe-iQ-arm 

ICflci 
<^o I poor niiiher's boiom imfed he lies 

Many more alike him wjuld tilcntly ca'J 

flless 111. O felloW'Den, thick of us alll A 



1B3 



FREETHOUGHT 



The Biological Basis 
of Democracy 
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fn hii fflinous GeityBburR address 
Lincoln ii^ed Ihc phrase ■" all meo ore 
crcal?d fqual '*- Whal Lincoln ineflnl was 
IhaT tf fore law and justice, and In hgvnan 
vntli. nlj flfc equal. This Is a noble, ethical 
princlpTe ard is fCncjally considered tlie bsis 
for dtmccracy. Pot as a baie fiTaieirifiit of 
fdcr, lircolii's phrasE Is palpably falsf. 
Lincoln I, Imsc f muil ha*c noliced ihal his 
EButi Siguiz lowejed over many clhcrs- 
Pcthars 11^ l^o Individuals in (he crovd 
Jisifnint '0 him wfre of ihe 5ime betthl. 
Some were tall t,nd seme were short. Seme 
were fa>i and niuie »f:e dmlt Sume were 
lean and oihcis fat Some vrttc icjy icfelli- 
gen and aoine uliers were du!J> Fur every 
ouEof ihesciraiis. there v-as a geneilc basis. 
The furtdaniental I ruth m bit fop y \s that no 
Iwo itidividuiils me t^cr alilte. ViriaUon* 
Bri unlve-sal. Ihcn. do«sit mflaa thai iliece 
ii oo bioloftlcal sanction for democracy 7 



I shill argue, rn ihis arlicle. thai Ihere is such 
B ^anctinin m bij^ogy tot dfmijcracy and 
humaa freedom. 

V/e, as ralhnalisls. arecoacerncd wiTh 
democracy. When Individual f:cedom ii 
cufiaUed we prol?!.t. When an ciuinent Vjce- 
ChjDcell^r is bounded cul of his job by 
vesicd inTerests 4'e protest. When Ifarfjani 
arc pctsccn'ed we protest. This is ta it 
ihould be. I wofild also like to draw the 
rieadi^r's Bcreniion. at this junciuret to the 
popular fjNacy that dcmncncy ii nnjorlly 
ruicn The proceis of elDCtiofi our mien ti, 
turdy. by majority voiC' Tr docs Dot foUow, 
however, thai ruling Is by the irinjriilty or for 
(he majority Democracy ii NOT majority 
jhIo The essence of democracy js the protec- 
tion of minority rights. This \i a matter of 
great importance to rallnnalists, as v.e are i 
rnlntrliy— a rnicroscoplo minoriiy- The 
rounding fathers of our nation, alive to this 
iHue, declared India a secular demoCTscy- 
India is ptedoininanLly Hindu. Muslin^S' 
Christians and olhfr non-Tlindu reli^ionisTs 
pnd raiicDnU^Ts fike us, foim a mint'rlly. 
But if we hav; b:ea, so far, t'eaTcd 
ied*onably fairly. It is because ofdcmoi;racy 
being iDterprtted, not as majority rule^ bi-t 
as proieciiJn ofralnoiity rights- When rabid 
Hindus spe?^ of 'M-ndimismg ML&lims ami 
Christians ". as If Muslms and Christians 
EiTC net full Indian cliizccs, they me ^^nuied 
VElb the contempt they deserve. 

And. nnw, back to my earlier Question. 
Tsthecen hlol'gicai basis for democracy 7 
The answer is an unquaMEied " Yes "- t 
ahall use, as my bisis for argument, the very 
inlrrest (^g pbencmenon of pnlymorphfsm 
(ruany-lypcsl. Natural popuhJlons of ani- 
mals, Including human populations, are 
chBracteiLsed by distinct traili amon^ Ua 
individuuF^, To give jLs( a few human 
examples, with reference to eyt cototii; 
Ipcisonsofa same population m«y be btiii 
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e^cd or brown eyed or ilaiV e\cd. Again, 
witti [cfcrcr.cc Co liair, IndhMu^h xaay la 
cjrly, ivavy or ^tf;ii^?ilr We say man [a 
polinloiptitc for Ihese frails, Glocd groups 
aic anC'ihcr pood (i^aiDfle- la Ihc same 
pcipulitif^n we find some individuals beijig a 
group, f'llifES D group and ytt olfiers O or 
AD The pcEcenia^ci cf eacli gtoup may 
\aiy- bui even ili? ka^l will nol be n nefligi- 
ble quanlily. AnJ ihis^i udlion is likely TO 
persist ivr several fcncraiions 1/ ihe&c liahs 
were adapll^ely nrijErul» itiis blo^d giotip 
polymoiphjsiiL will nci be majni^klned and 
wlU tend ici bectme B single l>pe or ii:oro- 
Qorpliic. Thji[ Lhc polymurpJijbm la main- 
iain?d Tor seherdi eeneraiioD& is a dear 
indic^ii.^n Ihai eacb type or. In this ca&c, 
each bJk>od ^mup bas some di&ilncL value- 

Ir li inieresTing frt note thRt Ihis Mood 
groyp pc]jnn>iplii;ni is Tuutid also Ln ihe 
chimpanzee;, our nearest rr1al|\ei smong 
IhQ apcS' This means ihst ihe cDn-.mon 
enccstor ofih^ apea^Dd man \\i^\f had; Ihis 
A-U-o P^lymorphiiTOj mlJIiona of years agr. 
Afltr Ihe^c mitMona of >eaES uf^eparalinn the 
polyiDOiphisin i& mainlaJDfd Iji the dc^ceddnl 
KpeLltS' In oEher words, the pol^m^^rphi^nl 
is olJerih4iD the ^pfciei^. This mairjicuance 
of ihiee or fcur dis'lnd fjtms over vasi 
strtichcs oTtime can b: achieved only by 
DarhlDian Nitural Selection. Wc cinctudr, 
ihefefore, that vjrleiy and diflVrcQces arc 
acii^efy CTicourageJ and raaiDlaincd in H>e 
popubiioii. Ifi ii*[ufc. (hfi mnsl sitble 
comtnuailie? Ere a!5n Iho^e known f^jr Iheir 
deversiiy. Tiopical cc>mniLj[iir]es are more 
produciWo and more stable, cpmpjircd to 
ArcMo and AntarcEic corrniUtiiTifs, precisely 
because of thHr Ineontparably grcnler diver- 
sity. In Nature, it is a virtue to eneouiagc 
and tolerate diversity. 

Going back to Ihe blood graupi. In 
Tamil Nadu B G^.^up h the comm,>i^est and 
O ergup is the rorcst. This does not make 



thcB^rjnn fiuperiof. And herein Iht tto 
lesson of biolapy, Th- njBjjilry h not rcetj- 
Garjly the iiurerior, ard "he minority i^ no' 
necc^sjriiy to te despised. We must lejfn 
to accept diffei-encFi ard tulcrafc httc-o- 
d^xTfi. The rommiinisls mult karntolive 
\vllh Ifie CnpiTalisTi The Indlno' must Jeara 
to live witHcha P^Vi^ianL^: the F^induS v.];h 
the Muslims: and the Chrinhns with the 
fllheists^ Mflfi Ig polymorphic^ and then- 
fore (here i? a h^ijogical ba*i? for Jemric-flcv 
flnd human fre-dom. Atlea^t on this point 
Scjcrce IS pot neutral ond spesVs in a 
language fully acceptable (o Ridinalists. A 



CAN ANYEODY AFFORD 7 

Reliable scurce^ say that the medVa^ 
treatment fiven to Jija riflkasb Ni*rayi*n, 
during his illness, at JjsI it ll>«pi:al, hiA 
ctst Rs. 2^.00 OOOr- Bpart frm the prrfci- 
sional charges of ihe t'p pbysicijns, which 
tTiough iiot charged, miv hive run inu 
fuitbtr couple tf l^lhs of rupees. 

Moreovepj the political luminaiif' *h> 
vied \\ith each cihef to pro^e their I %al'y 
tj I. P. by air da^h'ns t'l Bombay, wou'J 
hive coil iome TdLhs of juptcJ. 

J. P. is one of the milfbns w^o Ei3l]iNy 
hclicie iliai dU lli^t happens js pictir^tifjtd 
by their iitusoiy ^od and St-priiingly, J, i , 
has lIsj Tdlth in (lie fraiidi^fant mi;a- 
culou^ p.Hwef of Sslya Sai Bahi {^rcuupg 
all Dllmpnt^. Hence, J. P. and his prot-igei 
hive acted agtlcst the devitie authority uf 
dis([ny in i^lilcd they lepoEe their faiiEi 
irr..1i<Tr>Qliy and allowed tbe clUossI e^per.dj- 
tare fiJT [lie cure of iiis rilment, which 
uiherujse, thrir f^ith and belief would 
ba%'o miraculously cuicd I 

— Y. A Lohhandwili^ 
Bombay, 
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emotional mollVBlloni arlsiof from Iha 
feiri or tein;^ unable lo pr»tive 1m lile, 
to propagdie Itself, and to brlong lo a 
group' MaDp wiih hh unique faciliiy Tot 
cDDcepLual LhDughtf baa tattllcd (lirse 
ftoBcirut cmolLoDs— ihe fc«ri of death* 
Infertility, md loDcliDess; andloa frealer 
CI lesser e:tteDt every buman beiD£ li 
exposed to Ibem^ 

II Is true that some men and women 
coaimli suicide, lome voluutarily bfcorre 
celibates and yet Giber become liermili* 
app]TentJy conirBdici^ng ilie abovA moti- 
vations, but ihese acta Jmply an ibnor- 
caiHly wbicb is pivchopatho^oglcaT, 



The fhree DomliiatEng bmuaa 
feari— Of death, iarcililiiy. and 
lone] iD ess— would each Id IhcLr 
«WD way bave I'd to ihe Idea of a 
Spirit wtiiM inbabi[cd by mpefhu- 
man crta lures, who could ba 
approached by prayer. Alto Ihe 
early man's rational be*l]dermenta 
wnuld have forced him to posiuiata 
a supernatural cause to explain IIid 
more myilirying effscii in bia 
CTiviroment. Making use of all 
these factoia. FBldeoHthlc tenders 
wouiJ bave grasped ihe oppi'fiuriiy 
lo use IhQ concept of a superhuman 
agency as ■ meani of relDfcrcin^ 
tbelr moral lawi. 



The one cbaraeteristic nbich h com- 
mon to lU living orgariiiins is Ihe will- 
tO'iurvive, la man this ii expressed by 
ibiee fundamenlal groups of unlesfned 
motivations ; ihoae cuuccrned with &eLf- 
preservailon f survival of Ihe Individual i. 
propagailon (survival of (lie species), and 
gregariousTieiB (survTviil of ihe groups On 
ibla b4sis every living creature capable of 
LiiiaLng would be cipecEcd to have 



To pafaeoilthtc man. Fiving an almost 
nn1niaEinab]y dlFTcrent life to ours, these 
feara must surety bave h?d an even more 
ominous impact ihan ihcy have loday- In 
iMs primitive cnvlTonmenl ii ii not difficult 
fo imagine thaitbese emollonaZ riperjencea 
led him to Invent the concept of a super- 
naiurel agency ai amcaca of rallonaLhiui 
bis feari' 



TBE FEAR OF DEATB 

If modern primitive societies are my 
guide, it ia likely Iha: palace I it hie ma a 
was so BfrBid of death fbal, even after h« 
bad accepted it as a concept, he wouM 
have been unviilliug to face up lo ils inevita- 
bility. For cvrn today in some primifiv« 
CO mm unities death is not acknowledged 
■s A TtaluraL cjnsrquence of old age: If 
the dealba of some aged savages are not 
usockred with an overt form of violence, 
any number of occult causes may b^ 
kvenifd to account for them. Even after 
death had been recognized b9 inevitable, 
it was end sTlJ] Is, only raiely accepted 
as Ijpal- Man. palaeolithic and mcdern, 
has been uoablQ to teal bimEelf awiy from 
Ibc emotional belief thai lome part of bli 
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ladivl duality endures afierlhe dtcamposiLioa 
ofhisbody. The grave furnituff fouod 1o 
p&]Qeo1iibicbu[lal£ Ji t\\6eoct Ibal even in 
the&e limes edbd believed Ibii Ihe dead 
continued in snmc form of e^Ulence Id 
«hjch rools, w»pan&, and 0iDBiii«al9 ivould 
be of Koine vbIlc- 

Prettlstorlc mjo mvit have bellevtd lha( 
fiome disembodied cbaracieilsilc of Ibe 
individual survived his deaih— in oiher worda 
he miisl hiVE anivcd a( ihe concept of a 
spirit or aouL II is possible Ih at sleep may 
ha' c helped to lead lo this concept While 
bis body lay curled on the ground beside Ibe 
canjpSiCt he aeetncd to hunt of to fight, to 
mate love or to feast, in some other region 
Whit was this part of him ihat wandered 
from the body id dreams T Wtiat. ifnoi ibe 
touL ivbich he ualurelty rrsardtd assome- 
tbioE distinct and separate? And when a 
man died, did not the ioul go from h*m ' 
When be wi3 badJy wounded, did U not 
disappear fot a lime, and then return again? 
Moreover, these ii^uls or spirits fwhich 
quilted the body in sleep or trance} outlived 
death and appeared again to survivors. Tn 
dreams we ofifci sfc itie shap'-s of living 
men ; bjl ive also s?c with pfculiar vividness 
Iho images of the departed. Everybody la 
famtliar with the frequpnt reappcaiance \a 
Fleep of intimate frieods or re. dtions lately 
deceased. The savaga accepts this dream- 
world as alniost equally real wiih the world 
ofsense pre^ontatioD. As he envisaBta tbo 
matter to himself, hia souj has been away on 
Its travels wiihout its body, and iberc has 
met and ranverscd with the soulioTdead 
frjenda or tBlationa. 

Oace man had persuaded himself thai 
death was not absolutely final, he must have 
derived a good deal of reassurauce lad 
compcQ&atbn ffom the idea, But it musi 



bavcEdJed two new Terron of [is own. Nqw 
man was confronted not only wllh the fear of 
ceasing lo Jive, but he also had to fear the 
dead (or their Aplrili) and he had I o worry 
about what miEht happen lo him La Ihe ipirtl 
ttOfld- 

For once the ipirit concept had evolve! 
from Ihe death c:tncept, the idea offtipeclal 
spirit world to aocommodiie iheie ipiilii 
ED' Bl hava been inevitable ; and for nant 
of a b;:tter al-er native, the spirit world would 
surely hive been modelled oq th« earthly 
world. In particular Iho hierarchy of men, 
from leader to slave, would have found ill 
rerieciJDn in the spirit worlds The idea of 
spirit leaders is therefore an obvloui 
precursor to the Idea of goda. For what are 
elemental gods but super-spirits- men/ 
women ^ Once the spirit world had become 
esN bh&hed as the abode of man after he had 
\ti\ his earthly bodyt the idea would have 
beco seized upon by human leaden as an 
invaluable ^eipon Lit enforcing mora] cudes 
bill moce of Ihfs later- 

Thus ths fear of death led by ratlonall- 
Mtion to Ihe concept of an ImmoTtal spirit, 
not becAuse ihefe was any evidence for it, 
buT became men desperately wattled il to 
be so. Moreover ihe spirit concept coaJJ 
be cx'ended to rnclude a belief In all- power, 
luL spirits capable of influencing the conduct 
and environment of the livini Once ha 
believed this, man no Longer had to stand by 
helplessly as he wai swept along by the tide 
of chance; now he could do something 
positive in bi^ mcifi frightened momeun, he 
could pi«y- Pr>> that he should not ilie and 
piay ihiit whea ^e evEniualJy did die he 
should God wNjt he wanted in the life 
hercifier- This is very much Sir Edward 
Xylol's animisLic arEUiaent* but this by iiielf 
is probably not aufljcii^ntly powerr.L to 
account for the univecsality of the concept of 
God. 
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THE FEAR OF IJ^FERTILITY 

We cannot know for cerUin when ihn 
early men fifsicftme 10 rcelizc the funcTion 
of coiiion lo 'he reproductive process 
Malinowski his showQ that «ven aomo con- 
temporary savages have not correctly undcr- 
(tood lis purpose. However- nppcr 
pBlacolUhic cave paintings do, in general, 
«cm 10 IndicaTe an undcTslandiog of male 
fcilility and it la usually assumed Ihsi by 
this lime colitis was recognized aa an InlCftral 
part of procreilion Even bo. unihropologi- 
cal evidence sijbbc"s itiai the part of the 
male may have been raislntetpreted ai) a 
method of opening tbc femak womb lo per- 
mit the entry of a pteformed embryo, eiTher 
from some earthly or gupematufal source 



If this wai io. the inference is that Ihli 
uaiqiiD procrealive ai.il iiy en ihe pait of The 
female would have commanded hoih re^peci 
anil fear in palaeolithic cuUures. More- 
over, in icekidE to explain her extraordinary 
and unintellMihIc power, man is very liltely 
to have fallen back on a lupernaturftl 
la1ionaH?ftli*n After all, map hs^ al«a^s 
had to contend with his vanity— ifhe, mio 
the hunter, the itiosl superiallve predator on 
the face ofibeeBTih. was unable to beai 
cblldren. then it aurely followed thai the 
relatively luet^'ectua I *omen must have been 
assisted by someone 'or aoineiblng more 
powerruUhan himself: someone or >ome- 
tbing superhuman. 



This pfttnitLve confusion la not altoge- 
ther surprising i alihousti hominldt (early 
men) are strongly munvated to copulate 
Bftdtre capable of cone. piioTi at all seasons, 
the results of the act do not become 
ipparent for aome mo&ths 1 During the 
entire period of recorded human blstory 
the male has been dominjui. Inspiicof the 
child-beaiina pierogiiivc of women the 
assertitfc lymbola ofaei and ferilUty bave 
been asaoclaled with the potency of the male 
Bui (he numerous palaeulUhlc figures le- 
pre«nilng pregnant women discovered hy 
archaeotogists tirongly suEgesi that the 
position was reversed during that period of 

prehistory. 

Allbotigh early man must have found 
the moment of bitih one of the most awe- 
io spiling in his whole e^per1e[^c^. tic 
probably also found It entrcmely frusTrating 
because it was 4 f^^ai whiLh be hImseU could 
not Bccomplisb- If he believed thai he had 
lakeo any part In the events leading up to 
ll. then as we hate said, he probably thought 
of himtelf more as sn agent than a principal. 



Bound up with these aiemental feafS 
there was almnst cettainly an undercurfent 
of apprehension both conscious and un- 
conacictis, Itfstthe feiljtiiy of the womea 
should decline. Totally Ignorant of human 
biology, palaeoliihic men and women would 
bave been powerless in this fear— the only 
possible remedy wiiuld be supplication to the 
Bupcrnatuial agency ttiiT they may have held 
responsibli for ferrihsing th«r women- 
Moreo^er if ihey thought of thia super- 
natural power ai an inhabitant of the spirit 
world, it would nor have been unreasonoblo 
for tbem lo direct their tupplicaiiona 
towards a oeces^d fcraale-particularly 
one who had herself achieved a large family- 
Pcrhaps the femn^ie lis^^rcs which we have 
meniioned were mended aa represeuiaiiiiiis 
of spi ill goddesses to which offeriDgs oould 
be made by the ivomea when ihey wwhed to 
^eed> 

THE FBAR OF LO^^ElLlNeSS 5 

Every aalmal is motivated to behave 
gregariously in an aiiempi to overcome the 
inherent isolation which derives from 111 
Individuality Man, because he is a aelf 
conciout, concept-foiJiias creature, is 
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prcullflHy awa'cof Ihls dikmrna wbicU he 
CfllUlondipebS. In cMlizcd sccicties tbt 
buiTPn child allijs ihe (errifjice toncMntss 
ofiis first >cais bv Inlim^io Cfiolacl wiih iTi 
moilier. of moihfr suMtUute, Tsjcholo- 
Sisis are B^iecd tlui in ihe early icarsof 
diildhood moihtrs fulfil a fjfiiction which Ls 
BO indispensable^ Ibal dtprlvailon during 
lhl4 period b littly lo have a lasting 
tffecl upoD ibe child"* abiUry for 
social fldjiistmcDl In later life. It «eras 
Ibal however diiiniere^lcd. idiotic, 
or debauched the mother may be. abe fnrtna 
ane-aenliaL llnL belwfcn ihe isfruTon of the 
child and the social comples of v-hich It will 
uUimaiely ^oita a porl-ln fulfilling Ihh 
function the mother i? Irf^llible as far as the 
youTiB child i? concerned Bui a lime CLjmei 
In the life of every cbild when lis mother- 
beciusft^he is human, ceases to adequate y 
pejfofm this duty Tbe childcen inevlubly 
di&cover Ibai their paran's are (o a greater 0| 
leaser extent unlmsiwonhy, liyFocritical. 
unjmtH ill informed, or plaia stupid- Witb 
(bis disenchantment Ibc rsychological 
umWliefll cord is severed arid ihcrcafrcr the 
child develops its mental resouices more and 
more un its own' In parlkular it h Ihroftn 
back CD ha own loneliDess- Al this sthge the 
child actively seeks a replacemeni for lia 
mother In order to suppon the burden of in 
soliLudt. 



ID ideaiify itself sufficiently with another foi 
either to Icie Lhck leparaieDOS. 



A Ilhough adolescents seeking a mother 
substiiuie tre not nece&^ajily aware of Ihtse 
niorives, There Is no dauM tbsl ihe> ha\e, In 
chemical teima, a free valency ia need of 
satisfaclion. Whether God. a pop-tln^cr. or 
a pciUiicd) dIcL tor fills the ^ap will depend 
on a number of personal factors, as well as 
*fic prevailing trends in the commurjiiy lo 
which Vftey belonfi Bui ihii is a reflecii».-'Ti 
on rroderii children living In a clvili^e^ 
society. To v^hai e}LieDl is this rele^ect t'> 
palaeolithic man t Although it \i ujually 
Bssnnird that pBlaeolithic men 40u1d hive 
been capable of ipeecb. wc du notknowjus^ 
hLw adequate were iheir mekos of veTbil 
communication. The pTobablllty ]s Ihat it 
v&s very considerably Icfisefteciivelbin it ha' 
been <lurinK Ihe recordtd hisloiy of niBL^ind. 
If thfs *a5 so, tally man would have had*n 
even p^reater serise of solitude — ft greater 
feeliKg of IsoJaikn — than his modern 
detcendanis Hecau&e has ivps les* e^:phcl^. 
hisnecd to depend on superhumaa agcncici 
for comfon would have been more presslrp. 
Hence we can adJ the kflr of loneliness lo 
oui list of moiivjiiii>ri!i *hichwero responsillfl 
for the origin of the coccept of Dsupeihtjman 
power. 



The more frequcnl reaclioo to perenTal 
rallibillLy has undoubtedly been the aiiempt 
lo reconalrnct the imaEC of infallibility by 
resoiling to an abbiraciion — Ihe concept of 
an omnipotent and omnbelcnt supernatuTal 
power. This concf pi hasi.oe giCJl advantage 
overhuman contacts — it eiisls within the 
Individual's o*n mind and ihcreforj does 
not depend on m^n's ability to communicate 
with man. Communication bcl*ecn concept 
- forming men can be extensile. bkJt U can 
never be complete — one individual is unablo 



RATIONAL MOTIVATIONS 

The principal problems confron'inw 
palaeolithic men In their daily lives wrta 
presumably tho*e arising from hurting^ from 
inletneciFc s'lt gOe with oiher tribe?, ar.ri 
frpm the narur^l hazards of their envirrn- 
mftit. Success in the palaeolithic raf-ratc 
would thercfi^ic. have very largely depended 
upon ihe k^eenrcii wtth which rao'emcnt 
could be perce;^eJ, and (he Llac:ily viiib 
which It could he anticipated. 
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Ad HdlidpatlciD prcsuppoics a VoQvrledge 
oFcftUSCs, any sort of movement would have 
demanded an cjiplSDaiioa. Ofcounc maa'i 
InieresllD cauialjry wasDoi reminded ta tha 
mcvcmCDls of his oppancDli or his quarrici. 
He has presumably aL^ayi been curious lu 
know Ibe cause of tbc forces of nalure wbich 
lurrouod bLm- What cau^Ck (be ra'D, lbs 
vHnd, thetldea? What causes ihe poiiona 
of (he i\xa and Ibe moon t What causca birib 
and death ? ^'hat disUnguiibes rhc aajmeta 
from (b« iDiniroAier Huw wm Lhc wotid 
created T 



Tbere are an flndlei s series if queiUons 
ifhicb evea Lhe ioos^ superficial teekerii of 
causes cannot escape. Wiihoul the curiusiiy 
that demands answer I lo such quesiions ai 
Ihese. ,man wouTd uever b-ve become ihe 
luprcma predator, capable of anilcipatlog 
and oulwrltling bis adversarks. Wnhoui ihc 
concepl of ibc caubc-effecl iclatioibhip ihe 
curloijiy would have been of no avail. OnOe 



required of human leaders, not Itait of which 
U an iDsatlabte ambition to lead and « 
ruthlcES deterioinatioD to fulfil this ambition* 
It therefore follows that compcililon for 
leadership would bave been armo&t entirely 
Intel I eel ubL and to. presumably. th« 
emeriCQcc of a new palaeoliihio leader musl 
have Involved as much persuadlof, promlsliifl 
tbreatenlng, and blackmailinR as we are 
ftCcustomcd to in more lecent blstory. 

Apaft frOTn helping to formulate laws of 
ownership, p^laealithic liadera would also 
bave been reHjponaiblc for their en^orcamevt 
— and lite their deicandenli Ihey would bavo 
rcbed for enforcement on a combmalion of 
Inducements and deterrents. We know today 
ihat no civilised saciery caa successfully 
apply a moral code wilboul an elaborate 
judicial system and an elTccilve police force. 
Bui ptimitlve contemporary cultures jn which 
iheae expensive aud complex services have 
not been thought out, rely upou other, tc&* 

It la accepted that early man was capable of direct measures- These measures Invariably 

tbo causality concept, it *s only a shoit srep 

(o postulating thai he must have maiie a 

distinction between efiecia for *hich h could 

suggest a cause, and those which be T'und 

hopelessly baffling The laticr he atiributcd 

ID the supeioalural. 



POLITICAL INTRIGUE 

Although palaeolithic polltfci may have 
been uniophlEtlcated Hiy our siaodarili no 
community of tttdlvidufllii — •herder human 
or not — can continue as a communllT 
without a leader. Leadership. In f^ci is an 
Immediate consequence oF g(egiiTJi>u*iieis . 
and wheie leadership is net simply a quesnon 
«f brute force, a measure of pi^tiHcgl Irttilgue 
la loevitablc. It Is uulmaglnable that 
concept — formings scheming man would 
have submitted for long to being I'd by the 
physically stroagesL Uany qualitiei aie 



depend upon two Inierrelaied cDudit^ons ; 
first, a belief by the majority In a super- 
humap agency, and secondly, (he abiliiy of 
the Leaders to Induce and maintain an over- 
whelming fear by invoking the omnlpntence 
of (his agency. TheyareabJe to strike the 
■ fear of God ' Into tfio^e wfto fail to 
conform Id mailers ouracde the scope *f the 
aecular law or (hose whose crimes escape 
deiectiun within It. 



MERITS OF SCEPTrClSH 

Thusweean sec ihat Man has created 
God. The history orieJi^ion, I lite ihc history 
of man. h^s had ita momenra of grejtnesa 
but taken as a whole 1e is qLieitjonable if the 
public aspects of religion have made a 
positive contribution (o human bappinesi. 
progress, or cumpassioa- Indeed, many of 
ths moat bloody and intolifani episodes ia 
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man'i bloody And inlolciant hiiiory huve 
b«D Inspired by rde naraa of God- Whea 
niCD aci upon a conviciion (hat ih«y pi^ssess 
absoJuiE knowledge of Ihe sood. iheri^hr, 
aad The irut, ihey net with pliatjsakal 
cruelty they forsiitelhe moral seciiiLvUy of 
humaniiy, beguiled by a delusion ihaiihty 
have e&caiLCd ihe finucDtss of Ibe humao 
sHualioD. 

The vUiliiy and Irlcgrity of ibe 
in(el!fcliral life Tie pjeclsely iniis rca^eles* 
prphjni; pnd ques(i;inine- U is choked 10 
desih by (iicd nod final answers. There is a 
diETcrecce ia p isuirhg IIlc trulh of an 
Opinion bfcsu^e- blihodgh there are oppnr- 
tunlii?s. it has not been refuted, and 
assuming irs (fuih for ihc purpose of noi 
permitiing irs rcfuEaiiop. If mFin vvishen lo 
seek simple aos^ers. he can have jlea^iLy» 
mrrojnded as he Is by a pEeihom of reli^ioLii 
philosjphieB. Bui (hcse enplanafions can 
only saiisi'y a frightened child, not an 
Inquisitive aod cnurageous adult Failh is 
ofien the boasi of Ihc m^n. who is tou lazy 
dtid »ielf-con:ip]acenl Eo invcsligaie. Tho 
power and ^Jocy orscience is lis KcogniiioD 
of the te:ilaLivCf hypuLhclicaL choradei of all 
Ut conctusioni 



To Ihoie M'hi believe In b per^oTial 
God, In Teinearnaiion, vt In any form of 
immorial soul or spirit, death Is not an end. 
On ihe oiher hand, to (be fliheisf, dcith 
feprejc^ls the fical diisobijotj of rur 
personalty. And once LhfsfinaJKy has b.-an 
honenly and lalionally accepted, death loati 
mifch of its horror. But not all: accepunj 
dedih as tmai does noL male the projpfit 
of dying any more pltasant. nor dots ii male 
ceasirg to [ue Any mojc i?tUritjJe. Whjt ii 
can dj Is to change Ihe emphasis. 



If Ihe Bihelst or agnnFlic wanlt M 
pcrpelUBEe tomeihlng of himielf after fbe 
dcilli of hli body, hn knows that he can 
only do so eilhcrlhrougb hJH children or by 
leaving behind htm something worthy <.f 
being preieived. The change of emphans 
flllowF Ihe fear of death in thff fiithleis to 
be chanclJed into socially beneGclaL family 
trails, Or aTlislic end creatlvg acll Vitus' 
There is, after bU. no greater scn^e of 
Acbre^emei tlian Ihe anijcipid^n of leaving 
behrnd someone or Lomeihing of value to 
manMnd. A 
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BOOK REVIEW : 



God and the Soviets' 



—&H iSnnWanfait S)« Qfi^nufaU 



(Trantlilcd Tiom tho Freocb by 
O. J. RobJDSon— P»Uvi]t]r (Hutcfiin&oD, 

London. 196 L), 



'Museum of Ihe Hitlory of Rcltfioa md 
Aibtism '. " Th« VBil nsivc of ihc church is 
partluoned oS lolo dozeni of kdibII area^ 
filled iviih p1ciuf«s piims» pAmphied lud 
AD JnfiniLe variety of olher ciMbiis alt 
prLmarily Intended 10 give a slanted Idea of 
fbe hisiory of rcli^JDn ". " Slanled" 
iceordjng (n Ihe deUt/thclat authof' Bui lei 
Ihe lanuendo pass. Ftirther " vetn iairO'- 
duccd to Mhfl m>'th« of God and Fatber. 
Christ, iheBlessedlVjrglQBDdtheveiieraliOD 
of saiurs as Died by exploirorB and (he liiicrc 
KtufgTe of Lhe Russam people agalaM ihe 
encroBchniefits of the papacy' (brough old 
ipaBierpieces of painting, iculplire, ciudix«a 
and images cf GimU "> 

Indian raflunali&ia might ask (bemteltea 
ibe question r When are we going Id convert 
our bigger lemples iolo museums and the 
amaUer lempkt into pubUc JavatorleaT 



R- ijtibmiiurayaDan, Bangalore. 



Constaniin de OmnwaJd grew up In 
CTitl'i Russia and ciadehti univtrsUy stud lei 
In S(. Fete^hurg |now Leningrad). He 
emigrated to Pari^ In 1921. although he 1> 
evidently an apologist for religion and subS' 
CflbcTS to the theological sophistry of Pierre 
TellhardJeChardln, hli documentation. <^T 
the Soviet government's efforts lo propajjalc 
atbelsm and to joll back the Infiiretice of 
religion Is objective enough, mprrJenced 
journallsl ibat he Is wa*, T[> m*te hi? doru- 
mcntation as coTHTilete aji possible the flirihcir 
ipenia large piit "f the suinmeT of 9iO in 
Soviet Union *" at his oA'n expcmes ". 

Myipproaoh lo the book was to take the 
doeumentition and ignore the author's detsiic 
penchant. The documentation Is hearten in g 
to aihcitla. For tnAltnce. one teams that a 
fainoua calbodfAl la Laolngrtd u no* ■ 



The reader diicnvers further that there h 
in the U.S-S^R a S'^ciety for the Diffkifion of 
Political and Scicniilic Ideas which o^iw 
carries on the wnik of [he old Union of 
Militant AtheisU, Atheist seminaries hpve 
been started in most pedegogiCBl (Teucher 
training) lostiiules. We allow our leachcta 
to be trained by Sei Bi^la, The Universities 
of Moscow and Kiev have fBCultiri of the 
hlatory and theory i^f eiheisnip " A ibiriy- 
four hour course covers the origins of religion. 
1(9 cl!>ie tiei with the explotiog classes, ihe 
position of the church in Czniisr Russia, 
various scct5, reliKioua feasts and (be religioBl 
notion of the cxea^kio of the world ". 

•' The Soviet Academy of Science backa 
up the antj-religious pn^paeanda ^^ilh |ti 
■nthorjiy." (Can ynu get olj] C S.IR. and 
the U.G.C to support your feeble efljjt, 
Mr. Suryanarayana?). 'Mn June 1919 the 
Academy of Sciences organized a congreia 
for the loveiti^aUea of icicailfio aibeian. 
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Soviet Rut^Jg's mo^t inuslitou? aaaicsiti Ihe 
vorld L>f fcleacc (MiLia. Oparlo. PavlovikL 
and oihersi parllclpaLcd Ln se^^lont and 
polaLcd and hew ad^aoccs Ja phy&ici» 
chcrniftry, ph^Blolo^y and ablronomy !iavD 
made l( poifibk (o carry ca n more cfTeciive 
biuie a£0irL£[ the modern fl<Jdiai which under 
lines all religion *' (FijHEm — doctrina 
which places Fallh above reason), [ndiaa 
■cleiiTisrs will hoEd Eemlnars od Wjidon of 
the Vfdas and tend (heir namei to paid advn- 
tibements for coufbcs on r/^an^ce odea Lai 
MediTatiop- 



THE SOVIET PRESS. 

" The Rusilaa ?re» hai ilwavft given ■ 
promlaenl position lo anU-religioui propa- 
gindi, A foreign journalist had clipped »t 
many as I^C arilclcs oa Iho subjeci duriCE 
19S9 and I960". 

" Each time a chuich worker raaVes an 
■ct of reniincibticn of Frlrgion. ihe event li 
given enormous covprafe In ihe cllcigl preai" 
Towards (hecnij of 19^9, Pravda publhTied 
a Ihree-coIuDiD Slalement ^ bound (□ altract 
Hltecilon *' signed by Profcssof Akiei 
Ofs^pov who renounced \lie Ofihodoi 
Cbarch, Here tra soroD ixtracti : 

" T. professor of Sacred Scripfure, 
of tha oM Testtmeni and cla apical 
Hebiew in ihc OrfliodOE Seminary 
and IheologEcal Academy Bt LCDlnE^d- 
former inspector of ils In^tltuiioni. ma&irTof 
theology and arclipjlest — J ha^e broken 
a«ay fioQi Ihe Cbuicb aad Ttllglon. 

" I now make public coofesaloa of Llio 
alheismfo vhlcb 1 have concluded at a reiuJT 
of much thoughl and sljdy after a Long and 
pBinrul Inner sirLi^gU and a complete levlaloa 
ofay idea of ihc world' 



" Af^er earnest and sincere »Iudyofrbe 
Bible and ihc history of Ihe religions fforn a 
critical and bi^^torkal point of view, aficr 
observing tbe dynamic progresi of ihc 
cslunl defences, after lakiog ii:ick cf rh? 
ff retched ne 53 of ihe eniira capltjiiit wrrU 
■nd ibe Gmftll, not (□ say rrjseriible impr.r- 
ttincc played ihere by religion and QoalN. 
HficfSflibning inyseif with MarMSl-Lenioiit 
philosophy and Our Soviet reaiisiu, which 
beciioLLk us, not without authoriiy* along ibc 
paib they poini out, (be only lighi path. 

"All of thii led me to [bedeepieaieJ 
convlciioi that there iico Godp ho world nf 
the spirit or " great beyond " and (bat e^eiy 
relifcioui sy&iFin Is no more Ihan illusoiy 
idfecdon wiihki human coniclousDeka of the 
aiELl uofathomed mv^terlesof ihe nature of' 
ibc social law. and of Ihe psjchoioglcai ard ' 
physiological pec u J aril les of human being* 
Ihe m selves ". 

Can we h£?pethaia San^aracharyi vouM 
make a ^Jmilarsratemeni one day f Ceo tte 
pn< y I RrA. convert even a minor mathadi- 
palhy to raliOnalisEn T Even JfltdtJ, Can iJ 
pei^uade ihe jute presi to pubiicii* t 

TViE SOVIET L^W: 

Article Si nf Ihe new Soviet Conjllfutlon 
ilates: Olizent of the U- S. S. R. ire 
guaranteed freedirin of conic!ence» Ihat i^ 
the right to pmfc&a or not to profcEs any 
reTlgion. aod lo conduct religious worship ^r 
aiheisii': propaganda. lucltemenL of h/'tii' 
lily nr haired on rel gious grouodi Is prohi- 
bited In the U.S. SB. the thurcU li 
Bcparaicd from tft* state, and the sebaol from 
the church 

Arlicle IS of a faw issued on Gib April 
19;4 &tipulafed that 'the icacAlng of all 
religious doc I riae», allowed in special Itco- 
logical courses only, is fotblddea lo all 
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cducfrdocal eilBblisbmcDts. wbclhcr rbey »re 
ttBie-opcraied or prLvalc '. Ar:icla ]7of ibe 
iBz^c Taw sIbIcs 1 ^Religious ahsoclatlont 
{pBriBhes) are foiblddtn Xoi 

<a] csiaUhh wt\h't funds, co-opcra- 
llvei, producilODflS^ocJailanB and generaLly. 
use fundi at lliclr disposol for any purpose 
olber ihan mccljiig The e^lgeaclca coQQccltd 
wiLh religion acid ^ursbip ; 

(b) \o Fend material aid to their meni- 
bers. (0 or^anbe prayer groups of cblLdrcD, 
yoking ptopk or womtn and gtncraliy, to 
organise mteiingv clubs, ceUs or ceoirts for 
biblical . llfcTary, Kade, prorLfisicnal. 
re^ijllous. etc , Etudies as tho to establish 
saaaioria or dispeos^rieg*. Dees tliar le^ve 
any elbow-room for Soviet Sai Bnba^ t 
FbiTher * only books Tcquhli* for worship 
EDFiy be Vtpt fti churches and oibcr piacr^ of 
worship^. Obviously to prtvrnt CiiivaULJ]^ 
iDd psirphlciteHng forrcJr^loa. 

Ariidei 122 io 12& r>r the Sovi«r PenaL 
Code provide very stringent penalties for 
violatLoni of (he abo^e jeguLiUiins, HnfofoEd 
IflboLir ID coirecUve JnbiKbiicn^ ^111 be the 
penalty for ; ' Religious irf^lrucllon given to 
children or jyoung people \a educational 
InalhulJoDsand pubUc or siare ^Lcbools—^ 
any fraudulent actively aimed at arousioB 
lupcr&tilions among the people f-. r the pur- 
pobB of galniog ihe.cby_..._obllgaii ry 
collections taVen for the auppori of rcdpsh 
asHcal or religious groups__^lhe vaurpaTUn 
of public fLlUc^l□ns-«_1he cel^braiiua of 
religious services in or on public iLSEiiuiions 
or pcenJi^eR^^exhilJiLinn of relEgn^us miagca 
In oran public insniutlons or pcemlieb'p 

Do Indian alhelsrs w«,i:i[ anything more 
orlesithaD such legl^lallon ? That Is iTia 
que&tiop- Kcmecaber that the pmof oT mv 
raticnalisl pudding ti in eailpg !!■ Do wo 
want a tlale Ibai cares for our aspirations or 
not? 



THE PUBLIC MOOD : 

Tho|curnBlisi-authorhas FeFt th« pulse 
of tbc Russj^a people, being ^n emigre 
Ru^siati himself. His conclusJon : "Religion 
Ls not in vogue In the Soviet Union ; on lbs 
contrary. It is almost "bad form '.^^ Even 
ibe believtrs today arc very diHeieni rrom 
bcJ levers before the RevoluUons *^ In that 
counlry the edilur ofa jouriial nllh the title 
' Science end Relfpon * (vhkh would be 
sitspFct to me if it «ere in Indian or an 
An^eikan J^'urnai) declarer pioudly : ' Tba 
encire social structure of the Soviet Union 
promoies a scientific coccepiron of tha woitd 
a ccccepiiou which Is tniiiely free from 
religious beljefs. This ciplatns the Idcod- 
Irovertible TQCt that millions of Soviet 
ciii/en^i who previously believed In God, 
have now thrown over religious convjclions, 
and that the younj^er Soviet gcneratioDS who 
have been raised accoriling lo scientific 
principles are, genera Ity speaking, completely 
devoid of any le'igious errors." 

A Moscow University student tells tha 
auihof ' ' There are no believers lefr in the 
Unlver&lty. Bui ihst aues uot mean thai vo 
are unaware of the religious problem. There 
aie frequent healed discjs&icns of the subi^ct 
In ^ludeul-seminars which arc devoted to 
frtudjlng Mar:tisi plnlosophy, but even afrer 
long and corriplicatcd exchanges of opinions, 
eveiyone always arrives at The tame ilhii&lic 
conclusion ". 

A Russian t:f!icia| tells the author in a 
casual conversjti4>n ; "You arc acqualnled 
vilh the miigiLificient achieve men is ctf ihe 
Soviet Union, Not conTcnl wilh our lechnlcal 
progress alone, we have succeeded In deve- 
loping 3 new S'tciety. a clds>J<'>s society 
conccrved eatiieiy on ihebasi^of diaTectLcal 
materiaEiam A]] ibe old prejudices and 
dogmaiic doctrines have been thrown outi 
nloDg wiLh a heritage of medieval supersltlion 
Historically, religioD is a product of 
Ignorance. 
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How was ih|& cNmBle oTopinioii brought 

■bout? Tlic answer is : ' The rulinir party 

loots on fctifilous belief as a survival of ihc 

pasi ; iL flijhTs ogimst IhJi bcjier by means 

•r sysLemaiic propiganda which jE alone 

controls and directs**. Doei that amormt to 

iiitnpinfi out individual freedom, as our antL 

communisi fjiends allege? Here aie the 

diesr/rheiit authJr's cifnclusions i " The 

consticulijnil law which afTlrms and guaran- 

riefs fjeedom of reHgious wnr&liip is no^i 

applied in all ils vigour all over Ite Sovlel 

Union. About 10,000 churchci ■nd placcj 

of worship of lU the country's religloul 

groups are optin and millions of inc faithful 

attend religious ceremunica more or le$3 

regnlarTy". The population of the Soviet 

tnioD IS 238 million (I96!i figure). The 

■ulhur irles lo e»imale (he njmber of 

believers and atheists. ' ' According to ihe 

Jpe^sj mist camp, there arc aboul 20 mitlioA 

[believers and according to the opTimlsta, 

ibful fin^ million'*. iNutc; the words 

'opiimisf * and ' pessimUt ' are use^J from 

(he pofnt of view of ihe deist author.) The 

LDumber of cunvintcd Bihcisis apd free thln- 

pc<rl is at lesn cquai to (be number of 

beiieveis. and ceriainl/ not less '*. About 

religious freedom* the author conlinesi 

" tJn the other hand. Ihh freedom of worship 

lb Inlcrprcttd in iht strictest leose. The law 

plactsnoobsiacles io the v^ay of re iglous 

>ervicci or the iralnl^ig of miai5[crs of religion 

but rhis hherl) doc* not extend to educaUoD 

noi charitable wojks. nor does it atford any 

possibility of spreading or defending reljginu?> 

Idcii by means of tho Press, radio or pubHc 

l*cLurcs. nor, rinally, doea it grant ihe right 

to o«a real estate ". 



In other words, lake away *he cspilahal 
foundation, and Lhe religions superstructure 
falls hke a bouse of cards, And thai takes 
ui back to ' Achilles ' Heel of the Elatlona- 
lit** (FREETHOUOHT, August 197Sj. 



Test for Reason No. 21 

SHEPHERD'S PUZZLE 

On a certain pasfure the irisigrnvlat 
anevenrato, h Js known that 40 cowi cao 
eraieon li for dO days before the grais li 
exhausted, but 30 cows can graze ibereaa 
In^ng M 60 days 

Unw mav days would the pasture laiC 
If 20 cnws were to gra^e on it 7 

RULES * i. The en tfit* should be reoeWed 
on Of h«fofe IS— 6— 1979. 

2, There |> a prjw of bopfet 
worth Rs. 10/- lo be sent to 
th« nint^er II (here Is tndT« 
Iban one correct entry the 
prize will be divided equally, 

3- Read en are reque-ied to 
quote their Memberiblp 
Number or Subjcrlpiioa No. 

TEST FOR REASON No 20 

The lotdiion and the Daraea of the 
wIrnerB will be published 1q the sex. 
issue. 



Consianilnde Grunwafd, I rousi add, 
is not exactly au aflii-commun^st, eiceplthal 
he warns to arc his Gnd and religion salva^Bd 
from ihc materialist onslaught. He glvei 
credit to KeSovldachiavemenI in hti own 
*By: As ii hjppens, ihe Rusilan 

Conjidjnisisthfmselvei, though rhcy do do( 
know It or admit it, are in tbe procesi of 
bkiiJdin^ a society which could be c a Had 
■Christian", a society in which hibitual 
inutuAl ai>.li[ance must leJgn. with no pro* 
ficcupation about money^ a society £o*emed 
bj the communal spirit and a humanitarian 
and pacifist ideal ", In order words, the 
Christian author ii saying , The proof jf tha 
ChrlstUti puddTog Is In eating it. Amen, A 
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New, Members 

We h«flily fretcomc ihe following New Mcmberi to T. R, A. 
ORDINARY MEMBERS ■■ 



Mimber^hip No. 

M-492 
M-493 

M-494 

M*49J 



Name 
Mr. G. Pandiiu, M.A,. n.Sc. B.T- 
Mr. VI. Fa, Pa?haDlvelanar. B.O.L. 

Mr. K. A. Amcclb. B,A.> B.Ed. 

Dr M, ,SbiumaeBni> 



Place 
Madras (TamUnadu) 

ThirulbirraJpundJ 

iTiTDilnaduJ 

Kadapakltam 

(TauiiTriadu) 

Madras (TamilD^du) 



A. SURYANARAYANA, 
General Secretary. L R. A. 



An Acknowledgement 



CoTitfrquent on the increase In iTis rate of Life Membership Fee of (he Assaclallcio 
from Hi. IO0/-I0 Ra. 200/- with effect froin October 1978, some of the Life 
Members who enrolled before iTie date oT Increase were generi'us enough to help the 
Association by remitting Tha difference of R^. 100/-. Since Ibe increase was not given 
any sort ofretrojpeclive elfrct their dedication 10 ihc cai ^e of rationalism is laudable - 

Tlietr remittance a are trafefuHy a cknnwCedged bar Bunder: 

Name PIb« 



Membership 
N«. 

LM-5 

LM.7 

LM-S 

LM-IA 

LM-19 

LM-42 

LM4« 

LM-50 



Mr^ S- L. Bharatl. M.A.B.L, 

Mr. K. S, C Bahu, M Cnm.. *.C.A. 

Mr. K, V. Ratnam. BA. 

Mr. Sbyam Prasad, B A. 

Prof. Regis S- Viciorlen 

Dr. V. Prabhitara Ran. M.B.B,S, 

Mr Dine&ti Neltar, M,Sc. 

Mi. Shikunlala Paranjpye 



Madras f Tamil nadu) 
Mysore IKamaiaka) 
Rajamundry fA.P.) 
Ssngatn JapaTihmudlf 4,p.^ 
PondicTierrv 
RaJBfimuril-v ( j\ p.) 
Madras i Tnilnailu) 
Poonq f Maharashtra) 



It Is hoped [hit othsr fJTe Member^ ^ouM also volunEi^rily come forward ro help their 
Association flnanc|j|ly. 

Ml .*!. V. VASUNDHRa, 
Trea&urer, I R.A. 
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